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est rank. 


It would not do to say that it might 


very well be left to the head of the Government. | 
He was unwilling to put it in the power of any | 
officer of the Government to do an injustice. He 

would not place such a discretion in the hands of | 


even a political friend. 


The bill proposed that | 


four Brigadiers General should be appointed by | 


the President, leaving it entirely discretionary with | 


him to take men from private life and place them 
over the head of Colonel Taylor, who was now 
also a Brigadier Generg] by brevet, and who had 
won for himself, by his gallant conduct in the field, 
the soubriquet of ** Old Rough and Ready;”’ giving 
to the Executive the option to appoint his own par- 


tisans in the place of tried and gallant officers of | 


jong experience and distinguished merit. He did 
not mean to say that such would be the case, for 
when it came to the shedding of blood there was 
no great disposition to thrust forward favorites and 


friends, though the case was otherwise when the | 


loaves and fishes were to be divided. 
of encouragement would there be in this for men 
to devote themselves to the service of the country? 
He was opposed to this whole movement, and pro- 
tested against It. 
passed any bill of this sort, thatthey would require 


atthe hands of the President that he would give | 


the preference to those men who had stood forth in 
defence of the country and nobly sustained her 
honor and glory. If the principle contemplated 
by the amendment was to be adopted, he hoped the 
Senator would so modify that amendment, that the 
dismissal from the service at the close of the war 
would only apply to the novi homines—to those 


taken from private life, if any such should be ap- 
pointed. 


Mr. PEARCE said he was not at all satisfied of | 


the necessity for creating these general officers. 
On turning to the army list for 1846, he found 
there were already eight officers bearing general’s 
commissions. In the last war, we had sixty-two 
thousand troops and twenty-four general officers. 
Now, with the agdition ‘contemplated to be made 
to the rank and file of the army, there would he 
about fifteen thousand, and there were now eight 


general officers; every body could see at once that | 


the proportion was much greater now than it was 
then. He was unwilling to increase the number 
of general officers until an exigency might arise in 
which an increase would be absolutely requisite. 

Mr. MILLER moved to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri, by striking out all 
afier the word “ provided,” and inserting ‘that 
said appointment shall be made from the officers 
ofthe army.”? His object in offering this amend- 
ment (he said) was to test the sense of the Senate 
upon the point, as to whether the general officers 
to be appointed under this bill were to be taken 
from the army or from amongst the citizens at 
lage. This he considered an important question 
in the present condition of our affairs. We were 
now engaged ina war, the termination of which 
no man could foresee. Our citizens, as was always 
the case when their country demanded their ser- 
vices, were volunteering to go to the scene of con- 
flict; and it was the intention of the Executive, he 
understood, to haye, in the course of a few weeks, 
from twenty to thirty thousand soldiers on the 
banks of the Rio Grande del Norte, for the pur- 
pose of invading Mexico. It became an important 
question, then, who should take the command of 
this army and conduct its movements. 

They had officers who had been trained ina 
school that had been established by the Govern- 
ment; and he could say, without the fear of contra- 
diction, that there was not a better corps of officers 
m the civilized world, from lieutenants up to com- 
manding generals. If any evidence of this were 
wanting, they had it now in the reports of the com- 
manding general of the army on the Rio Grande. 

ook at that little army, sent there, in the first in- 
Stance, without knowing what they were going for; 
4 thousand miles from the place whence their sup- 
plies were to be drawn, thrown upon the borders 
of an enemy’s country, and suddenly compelled to 
defend the honor and the glory of their country 
against a superior force. The officers of our little 
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Ile hoped, before the Senate | 


What sort | 
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army on that occasion, as had been well said by 
the Senator from Kentucky, displayed a skill, tal- 
ent, and valor, equal to those of the most distin- 
guished warriors that the world ever produced. 
Without disparaging the eallantry of the troops, it 
might be said that it was the conduct of the offi- 
cers which secured the victory over such immense- 
ly disproportionate numbers. 

The question now presented was, whether the 
general officers to he appointed were to be taken 
from that class of citizens who were already skilled 
and experienced in the art of warfare, or from 
amongst the citizensat large. He was not willing 
that men should be appointed without knowing 
they were qualified for the appointments. He was 
not for experimenting in such acase. And there 
was another thing to be taken into consideration: 
they were about to commence a peculiar war, 
such a war as this country had never before been 
engaged in—a war of ageression, of invasion, of 
conquest. Whenever an invasion of our own soil 
took place, there was no American who would not 
rush to the field of battle: but they were now about 
to send an army to invade a foreign country. This 
kind of warfare required experienced generals, and 
| he thought it was of the highest importance, there- 

fore, that the selections should be made from among 
those who had devoted their lives to the service. 
Besides, it would be but an act of justice towards 
those officers who had gained experience from ac- 


|| tual service, who had been exposed to the hard- 


ships incident to the life of a soldier, that now, 
when glory was to be won, they should have an 
opportunity to signalize themselves and achieve 
honor for their country. 
Mr. ALLEN rose and referred to the fact that 
| the bill had been reported by gentlemen well quali- 
| fied to form a correct judgement of the propriety of 
its various provisions. The object was not to force 
an increase of the general officers. It authorized 
the appointments by the Executive, and it was 
reasonable to he supposed that he would make 
them as the exigencies of the publie service re- 
quired, He should, therefore, vote for the increase 
recommended. He thought the amendments pro- 
posed by the Senators from Missouri and New 
Jersey objectionable. That proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri appeared to him to be totally 
| unnecessary, as the reduction of the army, both 
as regarded officers and men, to the peace estab- 
lishment standard, was an unavoidable conse- 
| quence. Ele (Mr. A.) would not reduce the army 
| in advance, by an indiscriminate rule applied to all 
officers before they had an opportunity of disco- 
vering their talents, and enabling the country to 
decide whether they were men to be retained in 
| the service or not. He thought it would be better 
| to let the result of the war itself determine the 
proper legislation in the case. With regard to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, it 
was liable to a constitutional objection. Its prin- 
ciple was the same as that voted down the other 
day. 

Mr. MILLER considered his amendment as 
involving quite a different principle from that of 
the appointment of officers to new regiments, to 
Which the Senator from Ohio, he supposed, had 
alluded. 

Mr. ALLEN thought the same principle was 
involyed in both; and, in his opinion, the consti- 
tutional objection was too serious to be overlooked. 
But there was a higher objection—it was this: that 
the principle of excluding the whole body of the 
American people in the organization of the army, 
denationalized the army and paralyzed the confi- 
dence of the nation in its own forces. 
ranks were opened as wide as the ranks of the 
people, the army was national. It excited the 
hopes, it commanded the confidence, it stimulated 
the ambition of all classes—all hearts—all the great 
spirits that were quietly stowed away in the hills 
and valleys of this vast country, and who would 
show themselves in time of war. He would say 
nothing in disparagement of West Point or its ca- 
| dets. But it would appear that some thought that 
|| a West Point education was indispensable in order 
'| to form a general. All he had to say was, that the 
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first military man this country ever produced—he 
to whom the most renowned general in Europe 
presented a sabre as his superior in military genius 
—he meant the father of his country—never was at 
West Point. So it was with Greene. How was 
itin the last war? Did the herees who in various 
forms received the proud reward of a nation’s grat 
itude, find within the walls of West Poimt that 
renius which enabled them to lead the Ameritean 
armies to vietory and triumph? No. We would 
not denationalize this army. He would not make 
the war the war of West Point and not the war of 
the nation. Ele then went on to speak of the con 
stitutional power of the President as commander 
in-chief. But the Constitution did not previde 
that he should be educated at West Point. As to 
the danver of making wrong selections, that was 
} occur if the selections were to be 

confined tothe army. But was the assumption that 
the President might make an improper selecuon, a 
valid argument avainst giving him the constitu 
tional power? As to the danger of injustice to 
General Taylor or any other meritorious officer, i 
was very rr mote indeed, He (Mr. A) had the 
evidence, and, if desired, could produce it, that the 
President did not intend to make General ‘Tayior 
an example of presidential proscription. The Sen- 
ator from Kentucky had also intimated, with some 
degree of disapprobation, that the President in 
making these appointments of officers in the army 
had been influenced by political preferences, Te 
(Mr. A.) knew well that there was no dange¥ that 
any appointments would be made on such round. 
In time of peace as well as war the Executive had 
always disrezarded political considerations im fill 
ine up the ranks of the army. 

Mr. MORELEAD asked if the allusion was 
made to his remarks ? 

Mr. ALLEN replied that it was. 

Mr. MOREHEAD then explained. He entirely 
disclaimed any allusion to the President. Le 
thought he had excepted him in so many words; 


land if he had not done so, he would do so now. 


{ ic wn people. 


He trusted that the President would discharge his 
duty with all fidelity. 

Mr. ALLEN bad no doubt that the President 
would do so, not only in making the appointments, 
but also in meting out the due award of honer to 
cach who earned it on the field of battle. He could 
see no earthly objection in allow ing the discretion 
of the President to comprehend the whole Amer- 
Let him select on his responsibility. 
If he selected an incompetent man, the error would 
soon manifest itself. But there was another argu- 
ment in favor of the bill. A large draft had been 
made upon the citizens of the country. ‘The war 
was one not to be conducted solely by the regular 
troops, who had detached themselves more per- 
manently from the body of the people. It wasa 


| war to be prosecuted by the great public arm of 


the country—by the citizen soldiery. It was meet 
that the citizen soldiery should be commanded by 
citizen officers. Experience had taught them that 
cohsiderable jealousy existed between the regular 
troops and the citizen soldiery. ‘The only way to 
consolidate and nationalize them was. to appout 
officers from the citizens to command the volun- 
teers. If only for the moral effect, it was desirable 
to allow the President to make these selections 
from the body of the people. He should there- 
fore vote against the amendment. 


Mr. MANGUM said he had very few remarks 


‘to make: he rose principally to intimate that it was 


| out the first section of the bill. 


wroper time to strike 
He regretted that 
the gentleman who, of all others, was presumed to 
be the best informed upon matters of this kind— 


his purpose to move at the 


| the chairman of the Military Committee—had not 
| condescended to explain his views. 


Mr. BENTON. Itis altogether owing toa want 


| of sufficient activity to get possession of the floor. 


Mr. MANGUM said he regretted that inactivity 
greatly. It did not become him to discourse of mat- 
ters pertaining to war in the presence of that gentle - 
man; but, as he had remarked yesterday, it strack 


| him upon the very first presentation of the case as 


being wholly unnecessary to increase the number of 
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general officers at the present moment. He thought 
it was not only unnecessary, but unwise and inju- 
dicious. ‘There were already general officers by 
brevet sufficient to command not only the regular 
army, but any accession of force that it would be 
necessary to employ. Was it intended that these 
men, whose lives had been devoted to the public 
service, and who had hitherto shown that they 
were entitled to confidence, should be superseded ? 
Was there any man of honor belonging to the mil- 
itary service, though his daily bread depended on 
it, who would submit to have a man taken from 
private life appointed over his head? He would 
ndmit that it required peculiar talent vo conduct an 
army successfally, and that mere military discipline 
was quite distinct from this capacity. He was in 
favor of no measure that would, to use the expres- 
sion of the Senator from Ohio, denationalize the 
army. How many skilful generals might be pro- 
duced from the warlike West he could not under- 
dake to say; dourtiess it was a mine that contained 
the richest diamonds, but the mine required to be 
worked and the gems to be polished and tested. 


Men of ability would doubtless come into the ser- | 


vice from the various States; and the Government, 
if it were wise and sagacious, would permit no 
talent and no heroism to go unrewarded. He 
hoped yet to hear the chairman of the Military 
Committee demonstrate the fact, if there be not a 
sufficient number of general officers already, and 
whether he did not believe that there was more of 
the true requisites of a commander of an army to 
be found amongst them than could be found any- 
where in the ranks of private life, 

He presumed there was no service in the world 
that could present higher discipline, greater ability, 
or more indomitable courage. He had a proper 
deetee of confidence in the Executive, that he 
would make judicious selections, but he thought 
it would be as well to let competition exist and let 
an officer’s mettle be tested before hich appoint- 
ments were made. He was opposed toa restric - 
tion of appointments; for if another Jackson should 
start forth from the ranks, the public would re- 
quire that his invaluable services should be secured 
in the station where those services would be most 
efficient. He was willing to vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, provided it 
were modified so that it should apply only to those 
who might be appointed from private life, 

Mr. BENTON then rose and said, that in his 
opinion the Senate was not acting wisely in going 
beyond the appointment of the officers, and legis- 
lating with respect to their reduction and discharze. 
‘The only way to do business in this world was to 
do what at the present time was rc quired, and to 
leave to those who were to come after that whic h 
properly belonged to them. The reduction of the 
officers would come up in its own time and place, 
und ought to be left to the patriotism and wisdom 
of the day when action was necessary. As to the 
nominations, they would be sent in to the Senate, 
and then it would be time enough to arcue about 
their propriety. ‘The Senate was weakening itself 
by its present course, by thus proceeding before- 
hand. When the time for reduction came, it would 
be found that some desired to retire. There were 
examples of that at the close of the last war. 


Gren- 
eral Jackson was one of the m. 


Others might be 
called to high office in the State; to others a civil 
appointment might be quite agreeable. Abundant 
means of effecting a reduction, equitable and also 
agreeable to the feelings of all parties, would pre- 
sent themselves at the time when reduction was 
necessary. He hoped, then, that the present con- 
troversy about the mode of getting rid of the officers 
at the end of the war would be dropped, and that 
the Senate would confine itself to the propriety of 
appointing them now. The number of ceneral 
officers recommended was the smallest possible. 
‘There were now fifteen thousand recular troops; 
and supposing only half of the volunteer force 
authorized were raised and brought into the field, 
there would be in all an army of forty thousand 
men, forming twenty brigades, and for which the 
regular provision would be, of course, twenty-four 
brigadier generals. Mr. B. pointed out the extreme 
meonvenience of giving the command of a brigade 
to the senior colonel. His own regiment had his 
sympathies-—the men were his children. It would 
be impossible to expect that he should administer 
equal justice to both regiments. 
general both regiments are the same. It was im- 
possible to tell how many general officers were 


But toa brigadier | 


' 


| brigadier generals would be necessary. 


| 


| 


| should be allowed to stand just as it was. He saw 


| than in taking it just as it was. The amendment 
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needed in active service. The mere appearance of | 
a general on the field often decided an action. |! 
They would have twenty-five regiments, and twelve || 
But® the 
committee had stopped short of that, and short of 
what, in his judgment, the service required. Vol- 
unteer troops, he need hardly say, required a | 
greater number of officers than regularly disciplined 
troops. Then, again, generals were wanted who 
would look to the authority which appointed them. 
Political talent more than mere military skill was 
needed to conduct an invasion successfully. There 
was a political policy to be understood and pursued, 
and to which the military operations were to be 
subordinate and secondary. That policy could 
emanate only from the head—from the Govern- 
ment, which was the director and cuide. The 
agents in carrying out that policy must all be sub- 
ordinate to the head, and feel bound by the greatest 
obligation, and the highest sanction, to carry out 
the policy of the Government. In order to be effi- 
cient, it was necesary that the general officers 
should all be placed on an equal footing in every 
point of view. It would not do to place some of 
them in a position of mere hangers-on. All should 
be enabled to look to service in the field as the only 
standard of merit. He was altogether opposed to 
any limitation of the time ofservice. Iftemporary, | 
no colonel would accept the appointment, and the 
selection would be necessarily limited to citizens, | 
who would take precedence of officers who had | 
been thirty or forty years in the service. 

Mr. WEBSTER inquired if the Senator from 
Missouri regarded the augmentation of the number 
of general officers as necessary for the regular army | 
of the United States ? 

Mr. BENTON said he did not consider the in- | 
crease necessary for the recular army. He ealeu- 
lated that about one-half of the 50,000 volunteers 
would be attached to the army. 

Mr. JOHLNSON, of Maryland, then moved as 
an amendment that the following clause be added: 
‘* Except such of said appointments as shall have 
‘been made from the line of the army;”’ and made 
some remarks in support of it, 

Mr. CASS followed in support of the bill, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN agreed that a mere per- 
sonal question should not be mixed up with the 
general question. ‘They were to discriminate be- 
tween the recular service and one such as was now 
called into existence. The object was to unite | 
them in the most efficient manner. He thought 
that it ought not to be adopted as a general rule, 
that the appointments were to be made from the 
army alone. That would be to shut out the twenty 
millions and take only the few thousands. The 
question was whether the two forces should be so 
united as that the temporary would not interfere 
with that intended to be permanent. The Pres- 
ident, therefore, ought to be unrestricted in his se- 
lection. Where was the difficulty of so arranging | 
itas that those taken into the service now, should 
be disposed of at the close of the war? They were 
not employed “ for a job.’? The Constitution said 
there were to be no standing armies. The soldiers 
were enlisted—the officers received commissions— 
**for the war.” Those on the permanent estab- 
lishment were not to be displaced by those taken 
into employment now. He did not see the neces- 
sity of the increased number of generals, but that 
point he deferred to the better experience of others. 
Nor was it very important, perhaps. It wasat all 
events proper to rive the Executive all the reason- 
able means it desired at this crisis. He did not 
see why the amendment separating the rights and 
pretensions of the two elasses of officers, should 
not be adopted. By adopting it the interests of all 
were promoted and secured. The cessation of the | 
commission of the new generals met exactly the 
exigency of the case. ; 

Mr. SIMMONS did not see the propriety of 
precluding the award of the nation’s gratitude 
from being given to the officers at the close of 
the war, It appeared to him that the general offi- 
cers should be increased according to the necessity || 
of the case. 

Mr. WEBSTER next addressed the Senate. 
From the best reflection he had been able to give 
the subject, it was his opinion that the first section 


more difficulty in making any modification of it, 


of the Senator from Maryland would appear ver 
Just and reasonable—that was, taking his amend- 


t 
| mies. : ; 
/one might be raised in Ohio and the other m In- 


| obstruction. 
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ment with that of which it was an amendment 
the provision would be, that those who come nm 
as general officers, not from the line of the 
should consider themselves as terminating their 
services at the end of the war. He did not Say 
that there was any injustice in that, but he could 
well conceive that it might lead to creat pe 
injustice and inconvenience, because one 
brigadier generals coming from civil life micht de. 
velop such talent that he would be the very |au: 
man whose services the country would desire to 
lose. He did not think they could foresee events. 
he did not think that they could foresee the dey, . 
opment of military character so clearly as to he 
able to prescribe any rule which it would be 
sary to adopt when the time came for the » Sn 
tion of the army. With regard, therefore, to the 
first section, he would, with all respect to the ven. 
tlemen better informed, who had taken a differen: 
view of it, vote for it just as it was, Without 
intending any formal opposition to any other part 
of this bill, he would say that he would have yay h 
preferred that a different view had been taken of 
the means of raising an army for the temporary 
and oceasional purpose created by the present 
state of affairs. He knew very well what had 
been the history of their legislation on the sy). 
ject of using the militia of the States ever si; 
the adoption of this Constitution. 





army, 


rsonal 


of these 


neces. 


re 
The practice 


was borrowed from the revolutionary period, 


and had been continned with some very decided 
advantages, but also many serious disadvantage s— 
much unpleasant collision, as they knew. Now. 
it appeared to him that they would have acted 
somewhat more wisely if they had proceeded 


‘upon the true line of their policy, as prescribed 


by the Constitution. They were authorized to 
raise and support armies, bound by no rule but 
the discretion of Congress. That was a large, and 
broad, and unqualified power. Congress was also 
authorized by the Constitution to call forth the mi- 
litia of the States—for the militia was the militia of 
the States—to repel invasion, suppress insurree- 
tions, and execute the laws. In the present hill, 
and that passed the other day, these persons were 
spoken of as volunteers. All were volunteers in 
the militia proper—all were volunteers in the ser- 
vice of the [nited States—unless it were the militia 
of the States, called into the service of the United 
States for the exigency provide@ for in the Consti- 
tution, and that service was compulsory—tlie only 
compulsory service under this Government. In 
his opinion, then, it would have been better to have 
had all the military forces, regular or provisional, 
employed and paid by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, officered by the United States Govern- 
ment. In other words, it appeared to him that it 


| would have been more consistent with the ac- 


knowledged power of Congress if these troops had 
been called into the service, and the officers been 
commissioned by Congress itself, leaving them 
just as much volunteers as they now were. He 
had heard no objection to that except that the prae- 
tice in the States had been that the volunteers se- 
lected their company officers, and that by the latter 
the field officers were selected. That could be done 
just as well in a provisional army, under the sane- 
‘tion of alaw of Congress, as not. But there would 
always be considerable inconvenience in having 
forces paid by the United States and commission d 
by State authority. He did not know how far 


‘they might be able to go on with that system, and 


4 ° . ~, : . i" 
avoid some great inconvenience. The bill autho 


| rized the President to accept the service of citizens 


by regiments, battalions, squadrons, and compa- 
A brigade was to consist of two regiments— 


diana. The service of these regiments is accept- 
ed—who was to command them? According to 
the proposed law the President was to designate 
the general officer out of the militia of the States. 
What did that come to? Why, to this: that a 
brigadier general of Indiana—a brigadier only by 
State authority—commands the Ohio troops in 
the service of the United States! It struc k him 
that a serious difficulty thus lay in their way. 
The brigadier commanding these regiments, thus 
designated by the President, was not to come be- 
fore the Senate. He was not to derive his author- 
ity from the Government of the United States. : He 
could easily foresee that they could not go on ong 
with such a system without great hinderance al 
evertheless it was not, as he had 


said, his purpose to offer any formal opposition to 
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the bill. They would grow wiser b experience; | 
and if the war should Jast—which od forbid !— 
they would see the propriety of saving a provis- 
ional army for short enlistment, kept a distinct 
corps for all purposes of promotion and organiza- | 
tion, destined or expected to be temporary and oc- 
casional in its use and character, but nevertheless | 
oficered by the Government of the United States 
or the election of the soldiers and subordinate offi- 
cers is considered advisable, just as well as by the | 
authority of this Government or of the States. | 
Then there would be difficulty expected in exe- |) 
euting the fourth section of the recent law—how- 
ever modified by the present—in some of the | 
' 





| 


States. The President, by the law passed the 
other day, was authorized to accept the services 
of volunteers by regiments, &c. In some of the 
States the militia was local. It was so in the State 
of Massachusetts. There might be—he did not 
know that there was—some provision by which 
the Govervor might organize volunteer corps, but 
they wereannexed—attached. Their (Massachu- 
setis) militia was a local.system altogether. His 
desire would be, then, that this bill would be made 
amendatory of the other, so as to make suitable 
provision for such cases. 
' Mr. CASS made a brief explanation in reply to 
remarks of the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. 
Simmons,] and then, as it was late in the day, the 
subject was passed over informally; and on mo- 
tion, the Senate went into Executive session. 

After a short time spent with closed doors, they i 
were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. {' 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, May 26, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. J.B. HUNT, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back (on leave) the Senate bill 
entitled “An act to apply certain alternate sections 
‘of the public domain to works of internal im- 
‘provement in the State of Michigan,’’ with |) 
amendments. 

The bill and amendments were referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the | 
Union. 

On motion of Mr, McK AY, the House resolved 
i'self into Coramittee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in the 
chair. ) 





THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved that the unfin- 


ished business of yesterday, being the civil and | 
diplomatic appropriation bill, be laid aside for a | 
moment, in order to take up the joint resolution 

iutroduced by him yesterday, tendering the thanks | 
of Congress to General Taylor and the army under 
his command, for the recent operations on the Rio 
Grande. 

The resolution, he hoped, would occupy but a 
moment. 

Mr. HARALSON suggested the propriety of 
delaying action on the resolution until the House 
should have received (as probably it would do in 
the course of the day) a communication from the | 
President of the United States covering copies of | 
the despatches recently forwarded to the Govern- | 
ment from the army of occupation. The House | 
could then act understandingly on the whole sub- | 





ject, and give a proper direction to it. He trusted 
twas well known that he had no disposition to | 
delay action on this matter. All he wished was 
that the House should have the papers before it. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF waived his motion for 


the present. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The committee resumed the consideration of the 
bill ‘making appropriations for the civil and diplo- || 
_mauc expenses of Government for the year end- 
oe the 30th day of June, 1847, and for other pur- 

OSES, 

_ The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 

*yp to amend the following item, to wit: 

‘ For the erection and completion of the marine 
hospitals at Pittsburg, Louisville, and Cleveland, 
“fifty thousand dollars,” 


sy inserting after the word “ Louisville’’ the 
word * Paducah.’ 


| 
ellers were ordered. \ 


Mr. CROZIER advocated the amendment. Pa- | 





; _ z ate ; 
ducah was situated at the mouth of the Tennessee | from the West, such a city would rise there, and 


river, and he therefore wished to say a word or 
twe on the amendment. He was glad it had been 
moved, particularly considering the source from | 
which itcame. He recollected that when the mo- 
tion had formerly been made by him for an appro- | 
priation for the improvement of the Tennessee 
river, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] 
was all utter supineness—the most profound leth- 
argy. He was glad the gentleman seemed now to 
be roused so far as to be ready to stand up for the 
rights of the pore of the Tennessee valley. Be- 


|| lieving that the present motion would operate as 


an entering wedge to future measures for the im- | 
provement of that important stream, he should 
give the amendment his most hearty support. If 
the gentleman from Kentucky should advocate this 
object with the fervor he was wont to display on 
calorie which he advocated, Mr. C. had no doubt 
of ultimate success; for his example could not but 


exerta powerful influence on other gentlemen who 


were, or ought to be, interested in the improvement 
of the river. He hoped, especially, that it would 
have its due effect on a gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Hovsrox,] who, on the occasion he had 
alluded to, had at first exhibited much life and ani- 
mation in favor of the appropriation, and who had | 
advocated it by the employment of the celebrated 
Socratic mode of argument, viz. by asking ques- | 
tions and putting inquiries calculated to bring out 
facts, and so remove objections out of the way. 
But greatly had Mr. C. been mortified on finding | 
that when the time for decision and for action | 
came, that centleman assumed the attitude of a 
most unmasterly inactivity; for, although present 
in the House, and within the bar, he had voted 
neither **ay”’ nor “no.’? He hoped, however, 
that the example now set would not be wholly lost 
upon him. From the course pursued by those 
who should have been the friends of the measure, 
but who had, in the hour of need, proved them- 
selves false friends, united with the open hostility 
of its avowed enemies, the measure had been lost 
under the overwhelming power of numbers. 
Mr. C. could not suffer the occasion to pass 
without indulging in this allusion to a course which 
had appeared to him at the time somewhat extra- 


ordinary. He made these remarks in all good 
feeling. 


Mr. C. expressed his hope that on a question of 
appropriation for rivers and harbors, they should 
have the true issue presented to the people of Ten- 
nessee. Heretofore, upon the stump, the mem- 
bers of the Democratic party had declared that it 
was an item of the creed of that party to go dead 
against all appropriations for the improvement of 
rivers and harbors. But how they could announce 
such to be Democratic doctrine in Tennessee, and 
yet when they came here found the Democrats of 


| Michigan, and the Democrats of Illinois, and the 


Democrats of Pennsylvania and of New York, and 
of States sufficient to outnumber by far all the 
Democracy of the South, declaring it to be Dem- | 
ocratic doctrine to go for rivers and harbors, Mr. 
C. could not understand. In this House there 
were fifty-one good Democrats who went for the 
river and harbor bill. After this he hoped he 
should hear no more of its being a part of the 
Democratic creed to oppose all appropriations for 
objects ofthat character. He wanted to have that 
issue fairly made before the people of Tennessee. 
He wanted to see whether these gentlemen would 
undertake to strike out the bounds of the Dem- 
ocratic party for all members of the party at the 


North. 


One of his collearues had maintained that it 


| would be a great disadvantage to the people of 


Tennessee to have a canal dug round the Muscle 
Shoals; because they now had the markets of 
Georgia and South Carolina, and that it was their 
interest to keep out from access to that market 
the people of Indiana, and Illinois, and Missouri, 


_and Arkansas, lest they should share it with them. 


He had heard that doctrine advocated for these 
twenty years. How illiberal, how narrow, how | 
short-sighted was such a view. He could demon- 


| strate, on the contrary, that the true interest of the 
| people of Tennessee was to throw down all bar- 


riers and open the market to the whole West. 
When Tennessee had a good crop, it would alone 
glut the markets of Georgia; but he wanted to see 
a great commercial emporium built up in the South. 
If they could have all the products of Ilinois, and 
Indiana, and Missouri poured in by a free access . 


-on the same anticipation. 
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would soon present a market not for Tennessee 
only, not for the western States, but for the whole 
world. Give East Tennessee a market like this, 
and her prosperity would be secured. What they 
wanted was more buyers; and if the obstacle of the 
shoals was once removed, they would have access 
to the markets of the whole world. In New York, 
such was the competition for western products, 
that wheat would bring $1 25 at the very time that 
in Fast ‘Tennessee it was selling for 37 cents. Had 
they a great commercial city in the South, the 
same rise in prices would soon take place there. 

There was another reason why he felt so anx- 
ious for the removal of this obstruction. His col- 
league [Mr. Sranron] represented one of the best 
iron districts in the Umted States. They could 
make iron ten dollars a ton cheaper than it could 
be made in Pennsylvania, because of the cheap- 
ness of provisions—corn being plenty at ten cents 
the bushel. ‘This cheapness was owing to the fact 
that they had no market for their products. Re- 
move this obstruction, and that want would vanish 
with it. They, therefore, who set themselves in op- 
position to thé appropriation for that object ought, 
if they understood the true interest of ‘Tennessee, 
to have been the first to vote in its favor. The 
could send iron down the river, as well as by a 
railroad, and far cheaper. They possessed as much 
ingenuity, industry, and enterprise as any people, 
and were sure of success, could they but enjoy a 
fair competition. a 

When Mr. C. had moved an appropriation for 
the Tennessee river, his colleague from the Mem- 
phis district [Mr. Stanton] had, by his vote, sur- 
prised all his friends, both Whigs and Democrats. 
The wentleman had said he should vote for the bill. 
This greatly surprised his Democratic friends; but 
after swallowing the whole bill, the gentleman had 
as greatly surprised his friends among the Whigs, 
hy declaring that he could not vote for the item for 
Tennessee river. 

The views expressed by the gentleman from Al- 
abama [Mr. Houston] had done greater injury to 
the success of an appropriation for the removal of 
the obstacle in the navigation of Tennessee river 
than any or all others that had been made. 

Mr. C. had supposed that he had got a strong 
hold upon the Democratic votes of the House when 
he brought out the fact that this very object of the 
improvement at the Muscle Shoals had been the 
only item of internal improvement for which Mr. 
Polk had voted when a member of the House of 
tepresentatives; but, to his amazement, that gen- 
tleman had repudiated the Baltimore Convention, 
and every past act of the President. The gentle- 
man had said that the President was a manof such 
independent firmness, that if this item for the Ten- 
nessee river should be inserted in the bill, he would 
certainly put his veto upon it. Such an intimation, 
coming from such a quarter, was well understood ; 
and whether so intended or not, had done more to 
defeat the appropriation than anything else brought 
against it. 

“Mr. C. said he had discovered that gentlemen, 
when they got here, instead of acting just as the 
interests of their constituents required, first looked 
to*a certain white house about a mile from the Cap- 
itol, and took their subsequent course accordingly. 
Whisperings and inuendoes and hints were circu- 
lating through the House, to the effect that if this 
appropriation was in the bill, it would certainly he 
vetoed, and these were traced particularly to his 
colleague. 

Mr. C. was anxious that this appropriation for 
Paducah should carry. He hailed the appearance 
of a ray of light breaking from so unexpected a 
quarter. Paducah was situated at the mouth of 
this important stream, and was therefore destined 
to be a great thoroughfare for the trade of the 
West. He gave the gentleman from Kentucky 
much*eredit for his forecaste: he seemed, in this, 
to agree with the President, who in 1828 had acted 
They both seemed to 
have a prophetic spirit, and to have foreseen that 
the produce of the West was destined at some fu- 
ture day to seek that outlet to the ocean in prefer- 
ence to the route by New Orleans. The Govern- 
ment, however, moved ata snail’s pace, and he 
was glad that this matter of an appropriation for 
Paducah had thus been taken in time. He hoped 
the Democrats in the House would with one ac- 
cord put their shoulders to the wheel. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, disclaimed any 
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intention of following the gentleman from Tennes- 1} 
gee in all his windings and twistings. He hoped |] 
he never should be found ready to follow any gen- || 
tleman whose whole aim seemed to be to build up 
a litthe contemptible party interest and make a 
small amount of political capital for his own ad- 
vantage. What could have been the object of the 
rentieman in lugging in this past transaction of an | 
appropriation for the Muscle Shoals on a question || 
of erecting a marine hospital at Paducah? Whiat- 
ever might have been the gentleman’s object, he 
might assure himeelf of this, that he could have 
done nothing more fatal to that which he professed 
tw have m view. 

Mr. H. went on to observe that the gentleman 
reomed not a little disposed to represent a part of 
Mr. Hi.’s district, or at Jeast supposed that Mr, 
Hl. was incapable of doing so. Mr. H. believed 
he knew how to represent their wishes; and it ap- 
peared that they thought so, too, for they had 
twice elected him to do so. But if they were ip- 
clined to lay him aside, he could tell that gentle- 
man that he would stand but a poor chance with 
them as a candidate: he did not beléeve the gentle- 
man would be even their second choice. Mr. H. 
had explamed to his people what his course would 
be on this appropriation for the Tennessee river, 
Ile had told them he could not, with a good con- | 
science, vote for it, although he knew they were | 
very anxious be should do so. He had declined | 
voling, hecause, though he could not conscientious- 
ly vote for the measure, he did not like to stand in 
the way of their obtaining their desire. They 
knew jus course and fully understood the whole 
miatter, 

7 q 7 . 

Mr. ff. seid the gentleman had given very plain 
proof how conscientious he was us to the power of 
the faovernment to make these works of internal 
improvement, by asking, as soon as his motion for 
the ‘Tennessee river was re jected, to know whether 
it would be inerder for him to move a reconsidera- | 
tion of the vote he had given for some improve- 
ment at the North. 
if the Tennessee 
the whole 


The gentleman was willing, | 
river was in the bill, to vote for 
; but, so soon vs that was out, he could | 
net vote the other appropriations, 


The centleman | 
believed in his conscience, as firmly as Mr. H. 
did, that the appropriations were unconstitutional. 
Mr. STANTON said the gentleman had brought | 
up this appropriation at a time most un ropitious, 
and because he did not succeed, had undertaken to 
call Mr. 8S. to account. The gentleman’s assumed | 
mortification at his course seemed to be but skin- 
deep. After brooding over the matter for more 
than a month, and “nursing his wrath to keep it 
warm’’ all that time, he now came and poured it 
out upon his head, and tried to stir up his party 
friends against his course. Mr. S. dwelt on the 
difficulty in some cases of deciding between objects | 
of a nauonal and of a local character. 5 


There was 
one circumstance which some gentlemen micht 
have thrown into the balance in the case of the 
Tennessee rive © Iz. that the Levislature of Ten- 
nessee had voted almost unanimously in favor of 
recommending its improvement; and he had de- 
clared, at the time the gentleman alluded to, that, 
if an independent proposition should be introdueed 
for the distinct object of improving that river, he 
should vote for it. As to its having been whis- 
pered through the House that the President would 
veto the bill af this item were continued in it, Mr. 
S. did not know on what authority this assertion 
was made. Mr.S. had never said so. 
indeed, that Mr. Polk was opposed to the general | 
prineiple of carrying on internal improvement by | 
the General Government, and a long course of 
public life had shown to him, as well as to Mr. S., 
that nothing resulted from it but consequences the 
most pernicious. He had heard it said by certain 
gentlemen of the Tennessee delegation that they 
believed the President would veto the bill, and that 
certain Senators were keeping it back until previ- 
ous action should be had upon the tariff; but Mr. 
S. did not believe any such thing. He had no 
ulea that it was true. It was indeed true that, 
when the river and harbor bill was up, Mr. 8, had 
voted differently from many gentlemen of his own | 
volitical party; but he hoped never to be so bound 
'y party tes as that he could not vote his own | 
honestopinions. But who was the gentleman who 
took him to task? Who was it that came here, : 
month after the occasion was past, and ina studied | 
speech sought to attack his course? 
clared that he would vote for the measure as an | 


He knew, || 
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independent proposition; and when he was told 
that the plan formerly reported had been agreed 
upon as that which was to be pursued, he had 
voted for it. What more could he do? He had 
no authority to say that the President would veto 
the bill; he did not know then, nor did he now, 
that he would doso. Al! he had said on that point 
was from Mr. Polk’s public acts and declarations 
when he was a member of this House. The Com- 


| mittee on Naval Affairs had reported a bill for the 
| erection of a marine hospital at Memphis. 
| would now make a bargain with the gentleman— 
| if Mr. Crozier would vote for that, then he would 
| vote for the improvement of the Tennessee river; 


He 


but whether he [Mr. Crozier] would vote for 
Memphis or not, he [Mr. Stanton] would vote 
for the Tennessee river. 

Mr. CROZIER rejoined. If a month had 
elansed, as the gentleman complained, since the 


| date of his former motion, it was only because 
| he could no earlier get an opportunity of introdu- 


cing his present remarks. He was speaking not 
in a personal but merely a political sense, and in 
that view he thought he had made a fair hit at his 
colleague. 

The gentleman from Alabama had attempted to 
be very severe, had accused him of over-zeal for 
the object he desired, and had intimated that it was 
injurine the object instead of promoting it. He 
admitted it to be his natural fault; but he thought 
it was at least balanced by the over-frigidity of the 
rentleman in this matter. Could they be amalga- 
mated into one, he presumed it might make a per- 
fect member of the House of Representatives. 
had never understood the gentleman to he so cau- 


tiousa person hefore, nor s hould he have suspect- 


ed it now. The gentleman was certainly under 
creat obligations to him for so good an opportuni- 
ty toexplain. The gentleman said he had sold 
himself for this matter of the Tennessee river. 
Well, if he had, he had at least got a good price, 
for he had got sixty votes. 
if he wanted to sell the gentleman from Alabama 
he could eet nothing for him. The gentleman, 
though believing a constitutional question to be 


involved, had not had the honesty to vote accord- | 
ing to his convictions; nor, on the other hand, had | 


he the courage to vote in view of the question of 
expediency. If it was the test of an honest course 


to do nothing, the gentleman might plume himself | 


on his honesty, but he believed many would differ 
from him in thatopinion. The gentleman seemed 
to think that Mr. C. arrogated to himself to repre- 
sent Mr. H.’s district. He did not really think 
that was a thine he could do; and the gentleman 


paid him no compliment in supposing he had any | 


such object of ambition. 


He fully agreed that he could not even hope to 


come off second-best as a candidate for their favor. 
With their present polities it would be utterly im- 
possible for him to represent them. The gentle- 
man, however, thought that he represented them 
exactly: and it might be so. If they sent the gen- 


tleman here not to vote at all on questions which | 


nearly concerned them, he certainly did represent 


them; but if they sent him to act upon such ques- | 


tions, then it was most manifest that, in voting 


neither one way nor the other, he did not represent | 


them. So the tremendous moral courage of which 
the gentleman had spoken had operated to place 
him exactly in medio, and had stimulated him to 
do nothing. Mr. C. readily admitted that it did 
require tremendous moral courage for an honest 
man to adopt such a course. 

Mr. HOUSTON gave the gentleman much credit 
at least for candor in so frankly confessing that he 
had sold himself for Tennessee river and for his 
sixty-three votes. But Mr. H. had not charged 
the gentleman with selling himself; he had merely 
said, what the gentleman dare not deny, that he 
had been willing to take the bill if the Tennessee 
river was in it; but as soon as that appropriation 


| was out of the bill he then very conscientiously 


\| tified in making such a confession. 
that the gentleman’s district would not, at the next | 
election, give him fifty votes, nor at the election || 
He had de- || following more than thirty, until at length he had 
As to the gentleman |: 


opposed it. Mr. H. had made no inquiry of the 
gentleman who reported the bill whether his friend 
had gone to him to sell himself, but the gentleman 
had volunteered to admit that he did sell himself 
for a good price, and had got sixty-three votes by 
the bargain. Now Mr. H. dell have felt mor- 
He feared 


become a drug in the market. 


He | 


Now, he feared that | 
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not being able to sell Mr. H., he was proud of : 
|| fact that he could not be sold. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, who had yesterday 
| moved an amendment to insert Natchez after P.. 
| ducah, but whose amendment had been rejected 
now took occasion to correct an error in point oF 
fact, which, as he supposed, led to that rejection 
The title to the site at Natchez had been submitted 
to the Attorney General of the United States, y) 
had examined it and reported in its favor. ‘Ty, 
money had been paid in March, 1845, and 4}, 
deeds for the property were now in the War OM ,, 
This removed the objection which had formey|y 
been relied upon. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said there onght to }, 
| more marine hospitals established, but the maiy 
difficulty seemed to be in ascertaining the prope; 
location for them. Fle spoke of the creat neces. 
sity of more hospitals upon the lakes as well ; 
the rivers, and more particularly upon Lake Mich 
gan. ‘The sailors there had been payine hospitq} 
money for many years, and yet it was impossih! 
for them to get one cent’s advantage. There hy 
ing no port of entry on Lake Michigan, there was 
no one authorized te collect and disburse th, 
money. Consequently, it not unfrequently ha 
pened that sailors who had paid hospital money 
all their lives, were, at last, left to the charities ¢; 
the world, or sent to die in a poor-house. TH, 
thoucht Government should be more liberal in my 
king hospitals, or it should cease extorting money 
from the sailors. As no new appropriation would 
he in order in this bill, he hoped the Chair would 
decide it, in order to allow a proposition inserted 
for a board of commissioners to report the be: 
practicable point for an hospital on the Ohio, on thy 
Mississippi, and Lake Michigan, giving estimates 
for each one. ‘The expense of an hospital at C! 
earo would be very small, as Government alread 
owned a very good site, and there are always a 
large number of sailors in that port. ; 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS advocated the appro 
|| priation for Paducah. [t was not a new qui 
tion; but the Government had paid fora site on 
that spot years ago. Why abandon it now? Non 
denied, or could deny, that it was one of the mos 
suitable spots on all the western waters for a pur- 
pose of the kind. Jt had been opposed because it 
was in the State of Kentucky, and Kentucky had 
already an hospital at Louisville. But this wa: 
an objection more nominal than real. Paducah was 
three hundred miles from Louisville, and was at 
the mouth of the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, 
and an hospital there would be practically and in 
|| effect an hospital for Tennessee and not for Ken- 
tucky. 

The question being now taken on Mr. Boyn’s 
motion to insert ‘* Paducah,’’ the ayes were 54, 
noes 46; but no quorum voted. ; 

By common consent the question was putagain, 
when it was carried in the affirmative: ayes 6), 
noes 46. 

So the amendment of Mr. Boyp prevailed. 

Mr. DARRAGH, after explaining that the fifty 
thousand dollars in the bill was intended to mak 
up a former deficiency to cover three different sites 
namely, one at Pittsburg, one at Louisville, and 

| one at Cleveland—observed that, as Paducah wa 
now added, it would be necessary to augment the 
"appropriation; and he would accordingly, at thy 
proper time, move to increase it from fifty to 
seventy-five thousand dollars. Pw 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, now repeating tl 
explanation he had formerly given respecting the 

title to a site at Natchez, moved further to amend 

the bill by inserting the word ‘‘ Natchez.”’ 

The question being put on this amendment, the 
ayes were 61, the noes 48; but no quorum voted 

‘The question, however, being by consent put " 

second time, the amendment was agreed to; ayes 
67, noes 61. Sa . 
| Mr. FARAN moved to add an eet of 
' fifteen thousand dollars to enlarge the hospital a! 
Cincinnati. He explained the facts of the case, 
stating that that building had been erected in 152), 
‘and had been supported by a tax on the boatmen 
_ arriving at Cincinnati. Sick boatmen were received 
‘and faithfully attended to, and the accommodations 
' were so good that that hospital was much prefer- 
red by them; but it was not large enough to ac- 
commodate the applicants. 

Mr. McKAY inquired whether the hospital be- 


see _ one a on = 





he 


| longed to the United States ? 
It appearing from Mr. FARAN’S 


explanation 





the 


bu 
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order, inasmuch as appropriations in the general 


appro b 
yously sanctioned by law. 

Mr. BOWLIN then presented the following: 

« For the purchase of a site, or a site and build- 
‘ings, as the President of the United States may 
«deem best, for a marine hospital at or near the 


seity of St. Louis, Missouri, the sum of seven 


priation bill could only be for objects pre- | 


a a fio Pe ie 
that it did not, the amendment was ruled out of | 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_ They need not, therefore, resort to these lavish and | 


‘thousand four hundred and sixty-eight dollars, || 


‘being the same sum heretofore appropriated for a 
‘like purpose, by the act of Congress approved 
‘ August 29, 1842, and reverting to the Se 
‘without being applied to the purposes for which 
‘it was appropriated, ” 

Mr. BOWLIN explained that in 1837 Congress 
had appropriated seventy thousand dollars for the 


to select and purchase proper sites for marine hos- 
pitals on the western waters, 


‘illing its duties, had fixed on St. Louis as one of | 


the sites, and had contracted for the proper site; 
but, owing to delays which had occurred in closing 
the transaction, the money appropriated had _re- 


verted to the treasury; the object of the present | 


amendment was to re-appropriate the necessary 
sum. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment not to be in 
order, 

Mr. GROVER now moved to strike out the 
whole item as amended. 

Mr. GROVER expressed surprise at the favor 


wow to receive, and said he should have had little 
doubt at the commencement of the session, that a 
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appropriations, which was too widely favored in | 


Congress by many, in order to make a pretext for 
continuing in force the present system of oppres- 
sive taxation. But,as we had a war on hand, we 
should get rid of our money. If heavy expenses 
would keep up the tariff, it would be kept up. 


indiscriminate expenditures for “ marine hospi- 
tals,” internal improvements, &c. He hoped to 
see the time when this system of expenditures, if 


' continued, would ** return to vex the tormentors;”’ 


and that when a deficiency arose from this source, 
that it would be supplied by a direct tax. If there 
was a deficiency in the revenue, instead of keeping 


| up the tariff and taxing the poor man’s tea and 
\| coffee, and other necessaries, and compelling him 


'to pay more largely than the rich for the support 
expenses of a board of commissioners, who were || 


of this system of extravagance, he hoped that his 


\| friend, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
Ty « © * ; > 1 ¥ 
Phat board, in ful- | 


and Means, would reach our John Jacob Astors 
and Abbott Lawrences by a direct tax, and he 
would vote for it. The moment we collected five 
millions by a direct tax, then farewell to all your 


| improvident legislation. The people would ask, 


then, what we wanted the money for; and when 


i| they were told, ‘*O! it is for a poor-house at 


motion to strike out such an appropriation would | 


hays received a vote of two-thirds of this House. 
He denied that there was constitutional power to 
justify this system. Under what clause of the 
Constitution would gentlemen find authority to 
make appropriations from the treasury of the Gov- 


ernment to support these poor-houses, which are | 
dignified with the name of marine hospitals, at | 


various points ? 
show the fallacy of those arguments by which it 
might be attempted to infer this power under the 
clauses of the Constitution authorizing Congress 
to declare war, and to rerulate commerce and other 


He examined, and argued to | 


clauses; and contended for a strict construction of | 


such appropriations. 


in addition, it was unjust. Those citizens who 


lived at the heads, and on the great channels of | 
commerce, who enjoyed all the means of wealth || 


arising from trade, commerce, and travel, should 
support their own poor-houses. 
against the taxing his constituents, and all of the 
terior of the country, who had to support: their 
own poor, and those who were occasionally thrown 
among them, to aid these favored portions of the 
country for similar expenses. He ridiculed the 
appeals frequently made in behalf of such appro- 
priations, such as that of ‘* generosity,’’ upon 
which the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Tuom- 
ssson] urged the appropriation for his State yes- 
terday. Generosity!”? It might be to those 
portions which received the money, but robbery to 
his constituents. This Government had no more 
right to build these poor-houses in Louisville, Pa- 
fucah, &e., than in China. If this disgraceful 


scramble for Government advantages and for Gov- || 


frament patronage, at different points, was to be 
continued, why they of New York would want 
hospitals erected on the line of their great channel 
*! commerce, the Erie canal, at Utica, Buffalo, 
ke. No; he thanked God they did not want 
them. New York was not contaminated with 
poor-houses built by the General Government. 
Sue asked not for them. 

He dissented from the general policy of this 
system of collections for seamen—this system of 
exacting twenty cents per month of all the sea- 
uch Of our country, for their whole lives, because 
some of their number might be sick and in need 
stsome time. He urged, that improvidence and 
*Xuavagance would most certainly follow in the 
*Xpenditures, and insisted that those who wanted 
luarine hospitals—as those who wanted the chan- 
nels of commerce cleared out—should do it for 
themselves, as it would then be done at a much 
lower rate, and as the expense, sooner or later, 


a Giones or indirect tax, must come upon the 
eople, 


He protested | 


|| he should blush when he got back to his constitu- 





| 


appropriation for Charleston harbor, and then ho- | 


Cleveland, at Louisville, for the continuation of the 


| Cumberland road, for the clearing out of the Mus- 
i cle Shoals in ‘Tennessee river,’’ &e., they would 


soon put their veto on these extravagances, and on 
the men who favored them. He arcued at some 


res | length, and warmly, against this class of appro- 
which these appropriations for hospitals seemed | 


priations, and against the manner of log-rolling by 
which they were carried through—the connecting 
one appropriation with another—the attempting to 
buy up the South Carolina men by sticking in an 


ping to have their aid to slide a bill through of an 


entirely unconstitutional character. He represent- 


ed the urgency of attention to the tariff now. We 


were in war, it was said; but that was no reason 
why we should not cease to do evil and learn to do 
well, and relieve the country from the evils of this 
oppressive and iniquitous tariff, 

He warmly appealed to the Democratic delega- 
tion from New York, as well as the entire party in 


| Congress, to join as one man in the support of this, 
| and the accompanying measures of rigid economy 


nade: | in the expenditures of Government and extensive 
the Constitution, which would utterly reject all |) 


reforms. He hoped that they would vote to strike 
out these poor-houses, and in this that they would 


see an earnest that they were coming back to first | 
principles—to what was honest and just, (and they | 


had a lone road to travel.) If this course was not 


| taken by the whole Democratic party, he confessed 


/ ents, and know not what apology to make. In 
| conclusion, he renewed his appeal to his colleagues 


to go with uniformity in behalf of these principles— 


| the great principles of economy and reform to which 


the Democratic party was pledged—and to resist 
all improper appropriations, whether their own 
districts were to be benefited by them or not—the 


'more if so, as they would then exhibit greater 
| moral firmness, and more patriotic constancy and 
devotion to principle. 


| made by the gentleman from New York, who had | 
just taken his seat. 
heen pronounced in order; and Mr. P. was happy | 
that it had so happened, for he had certainly made || 
one of the best speeches which had been heard in | 


Mr. PAYNE, of Alabama, said he had signified | 


his intention to make the motion which had been 


The gentleman, however, had 


that House this session. The speech had the more 


value, as coming from the great and powerful State |) 
of New York, a State whose representation, if it | 
could be thoroughly united in that House, would | 


be almost irresistible; thrown, as it would be, into 
the proper scale. 
gentleman in the ardent hope he had expressed, that 
on the great questions which yet lay before the 


House, the Democracy of New York would be | 


found as one man; should that most desirable end 
be attained, Mr. P. felt persuaded that a great good 
would have been achieved. 


The gentleman from New York was mistaken || 


in supposing that the right to make appropriations 


for these marine hospitals could be claimed under || 
They had no | 
Those men who | 


the war power of the Constitution. 
connexion with a state of war. 
were wounded in battle or who sickened during a 
campaign never would come into these establish- 
ments. The right was claimed under another 


Mr. P. heartily united with the |) 


. 
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Congress to regulate commerce; a power which 
Mr. P. supposed was indispensable, had, in his 
opinion, proved more fruitful of evil than any other 
in that whole instrument. Did a party desire the 
establishment of a National Bank, they immediate- 
ly sought to justify it under the power to regulate 
commerce. Did they seek to exercise the power 
of internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment, this power was their first resort. Did they 
want to dig a canal or build a railroad, they came 
to the same clause to find constitutional power; and 
now a proposition was introduced to erect marine 
hospitals on our rivers on the same footing, and 
the House was engaged in a wretched squabble 
between different points, each contending for a 
share in the spoil. Mr P. thought that if it was 
proper to erect such an institution anywhere, it 
onght to be placed at Natchez, or at some point 
| below the mouth of the Arkansas. But he utterly 
denied the existence of the power itself. Once 
admit it, and where was it to stop? 

The gentleman from New York had denomi- 
nated the hospitals poor-houses, and sach in fact 
they were. If it was lawful to erect them on our 
rivers, Why was it not equally lawful to erect them 
in the interior of the country? Why might not 
Congress fix one in every county? If this power 
to regulate commerce was to be interpreted in this 
way, it would soon come to be understood as au 
thorizing the Government to purchase commercial 
steamboats; and the next step, he supposed, would 
be the purchase of farms; and, finally, the mate- 
rials of conmerce would be purchased by Govern- 
ment also. ‘This process of usurping unconstitu- 
tional powers was one which proceeded by de 
grees; a bold, and open, and avowed attack on 
their liberties would always be resisted by the peo- 
ple. It could only be by insidious attempts, by 
small but unperceived advances, that their rights 
could be undermined, until, while they were hulled 
in security, their whole liberty would be destroy- 
ed. Mr. P. insisted that it was high time to place 
some limits to this power of appropriating money. 
Possibly a resort to direct taxation might be the 
best and the only remedy for the evil. TLow that 
might be he did not know; but of one thing he 
was very certain, that the system of collecting 
revenue by indirect taxation tended powerfully lo 
corruption. The people did not resist it, because 
they did not feel the burdens they endured. They 
knew that they were taxed, but no man knew 
what amount of tax he did pay. Still, Mr. P. 
would not quarrel so much with this mode of 
collecting revenue if taxes were laid for revenue 
only. | 

This led him to present a question which he did 
not much like to ask, but which he felt it his duty 
' to put, and that was, whether anything was to be 
‘done this session on the subject of our present 
revenue system? That was a question that was 
asked everywhere throughout our country. A re- 
form of the existing system was demanded, as he 
believed, by nine-tenths of the Democracy of the 
country; and yet seven months have now passed 
by and no effort was made to meet that demand. 
A bill indeed had been reported some six weeks 
avo. It had been laid on the Clerk’s table, and 
there it still slept in the deep silence of the tomb. 
He hoped that Congress would yet be aroused 
‘from its supineness on this subject. He trusted 
they should not give it the go-by. He fervently 
hoped that a democratic House of Representatives 
was not about to disappoint the well-founded ex- 
| pectations of the people. ' 

Mr. P. had heard the Baltimore Convention re- 
ferred to as declaring the foundations of the Dem- 
ocratic faith, and he had witnessed earnest calls 
on the Democracy to march up to the line there 
marked out. Without attempting to decide wheth- 
er a convention, called for other objects, had a 
right to undertake to regulate the legislation of the 
country, he would say that, when an issue was 
'made by such an assembly, and that same issue 

was afterwards embodied in a bill before that 
House, it was the solemn duty of every man who 
approved the doings of the convention to redeem 
his pledge when called to act upon a bill. 

Naw, the Democratic party had pledged itsclf 
at Baltimore on the subject of the tariff, and Mr. 
P. since then had travelled in various States of the 
‘| Union, and had found the Democracy every where 
/ unanimous in demanding that that pledge should 

be met. For himself, he united cordially with the 


He denounced the general system of extravagant |) power of the Constitution--the power granted to ' Representatives of the great Democratic partly in 
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New York in the hope that these pledges would 
he redeemed; nor did he expect that this great re- | 
form would be confined exclusively to the ranks | 
of the Democracy. He hoped that the Whigs 

would co-operate in discharging this great duty 

to their country; that they would look to the in- 

terest of their posterity, and would sacrifice all 

party feelings to the permanent prosperity of their 

children, 

No doubt all that avarice and cupidity could 
invent would be resorted to, to resist this result, 
There were millionaires who would band together 
to interpose every obstacle in the way. Some of 
them had addressed the members of Congress, and 
were engaved in the herculean tosk of culling the 
American people into the*belief that a protective 
tari! would really odvance their interests, He 
should not allude to any private individual by 
name until he had done some overt act which re- 
moved the restraints that delicacy would otherwise 
Tnpose, Artifi« es were even) ow resorte d Lo under 
the very eyes of Congress. A fair had been gotten 
up ain this city, and free tickets had been presented 
to members, with a view to warp and bias their 
judement, and thus to control the legislation of 
‘that House j 
Congress to keep up the protective policy. W hat 
were these individuals dome? 

Mr. P. was informed that they had erected a 
house five hundred feet in leneth and SIXty in 
width, and filled it with productions of American 
industry, to induce the people, if possible, to be- 
lieve that the protective poli Vy would cause them 


The object obviously was, to induce 


to pay less for the articles of their consumption, 
Now, if any man should ever read what Mr. P. 
was saying~—(and he did not speak for those who 
were here present; he did not care so much about 
their opinions, though he believed, even with re- 
erard to them, that, if every man who was himself 
a manufar turer, or even ‘personally interested in 
manufactures, could be removed from within these 
walls, there might be some hope of reaching the 
convictions even of that Elouse)—he would put to 
that man this question: Could he believe that men 
would thus gather together, from the North and 
the South, from the East and the West, at such an 
immense expense, if the only object they had in 
view was to make the prices of their commodities 
lower? If, indeed, there was any man who could 
believe this, he must be hopele ssly lost to all com- 
mon sense on this subject. But Mr. P. did not 
believe that there was any intelligent man in the 
country who did or could believe any such thing. 
Mr.P., however, had learned by bitter experience, 
that there was a wide and vast difference between 
men’s real opinions and the opinions which they 
expressed. 

But if these gentlemen should succeed in getting 
the people to believe so gross and palpable an ab- 
surdity as that high duties made low prices, then 
they would have annihilated the whole of their 
own argument for protection. Could they estab- 
lish that position there would be a erand revolu- 
tion of parties in that House on the subject of the 
tariff, for then it would be the interest of the manu- 
facturer to oppose the protective policy, and it 
would be the duty of Mr. P. and his friends to 
adopt it. But if, as some of them maintain, the 
tariff had no practical effect in raising prices, and 
its diminution no practical effect in reducing them, 
why could they not consent to the reduction as a 
means of calming the agitation of the country ? 
If the protective tariff did not raise the prices of 
the manufacturers, then to insist on its continuance 
showed a most reckless disregard to the expressed 
wishes of thirteen States of this Union. Mr. P. 
could not doubt that with magnanimous unanimity 
these gentlemen would at once come forward and 
assent to the reduction, did not their interest stand 
in the way. If ever a proper opportunity were 
presented to Mr. P. he should do his endeavors to 
convince this nation that every dollar of tax im- 
posed did increase to some extent what the people 
had to pay for the commodities they consumed. 

Mr. P. said that he should not have introduced 
these remarks had he witnessed any disposition on 
the part of gentlemen to whom the duty belonged 
to bring forward this measure. While every means 
which avarice and ingenuity could invent were be- 
ing employed to sustain the present system, the 
bill for the reduction of the tariff was still suffered 
iG sleep. 

Some gentlemen were felicitating themselves with 
the idea that the present exigency of the public 


service to meet the expenses of the war would fur- ] 
nish at least a valid excuse for setting this great || 
measure aside. But let them lay no such flatter- || 
ing unction to their souls. The friends of reduc- | 
tion went on this principle, that a reduction of | 
duties would increase the revenue. A large class || 
of articles now excluded would then come into the | 
country and pay duty, while a large list of goods || 
now free would also become a source of revenue. 
Mr. SEABORN JONES said that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means felt an anxious desire to 
bring forward the tariff bill, but they could not do 
this till the important appropriation bills were dis- 


posed of; and the very best course gentlemen could || 


pursue to increase the delay, was to make long and | 
irrelevant speeches on the appropriation bill. 

Mr. PAYNE said that he could not think that 
the speech of half an hour would very greatly pro- 
tract the bringing forward of the bill after the com- 
mittee had permitted a delay of seven months, He 
did not think it necessary on that ground to cut 
short his remarks; but he really felt so much re- 
joiced to hear that the Committee of Ways and 
Means were awakened from thetr slumbers, that 
he should not longer detain the House. 

Mr. COBB considered it very unfortunate that a 
debate should have been sprung upon the House 
ona matter wholly irrelevant to the bill before it. 


| Ample opportunity would doubtless be presented 


for the discussion of that subject. With a view 
to bring the present debate to a close, he would 
move for the rising of the conmittee, to give wa 
for a motion to limit the debate and terminate it 
this evening. 

The question being put on the motion of Mr. 
Conn, it prevailed: 

Ayes 70, noes 63. tz 

So the committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. COBB moved the usual resolution to close 
debate in Committee of the Whole at one o’clock 
P. M. to-morrow, (Wednesday.) 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to amend 
the resolution, by striking out ** at one o’clock P. 
M. to-morrow,’’ and inserting * to-day at four 
o’elock P.M.” Mr. H. also moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved an adjournment. The 
yeas and nays were asked for and refused. ‘Tel- 
lers were then ordered; they divided the House, 
and reported ayes 64, noes 72. 

And so the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the resolution 
be laid on the table; and the yeas and nays being 
ordered— 


Mr. LEAKE asked to be excused from voting 


on the question, and gave his reasons for the re- 


quest; after which he withdrew it and voted on the || 


question. 

The yeas and nays having been taken, there 
were, for laying the resolution on the table 73, 
against it 92. 

The previous question was then seconded; and, 
under its operation, the question was taken on Mr. 
Hovston’s amendment by yeas and nays, and it 
was negatived: Yeas 43, nays 112. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

And so the debate on the general appropriation 
bill is to he closed to-morrow, (Wednesday ,) at one 
o’clock P. M. 

And the House adjourned. 


Messrs. Brain & Rives will favor me by 
inserting in the Congressional Globe my note of 
yesterday to the National Intelligencer, correcting 
the report of a debate between Mr. Crozrer and 
myself on the 26th instant. I would like the note 
to come in with the report alluded to. 

GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON. 
May 29, 1846. 
[From the National Intelligencer. ] 
House or Representatives, May 28, 1846. 
To Tue Evrrors.—Gentlemen : In your paper of yester- 


| day morning your Reporter gave a report of the debate of 
the preceding day, between Mr. Crozrer and myself; but [ | 


was astonished to see the mutilated form in which my 
remarks had been presented to the public, and to find that L 
am made to say things I did not in truth say, while the main 
parts of my argument were omitted; the Reporter admitted 
the incorrectness of the report, and accounted for it from the 
fact that he had accidentally lost a portion of his notes, and 
had written my speech from recollection. 

In the report of Mr. Crozier’s speech I find the fol- 
lowing : 

“ The views expressed by the gentleman from Alabama 
‘ (Mr. Housron) had done greater injury to the success of || 


‘ *an appropriation for the removal of the obstacle in the "' 


BE. May 27, 


‘navigation of Tennessee river than any or all others thar 
*had been madec.”’ 

Also : 

« The gentleman, though believing a constitutiona) ques 
‘tion to be involved, had not had the honesty to vote aceord 
‘ing to his convictions; nor, on the other hand, had he py, 
‘eourage to vote in view of the question of expedieney, it 
‘it was the test of an bonest course todo nothing, the gent). 
‘inan might plume himself on bis honesty, bathe believeg 
‘many would differ from him in that opimion.” 

He is made in conclusion to say : 

* Mr. C. readily admitted that 1 did require tremendous 


| ‘moral eourage for an honest man to adopt such a course.*’ 


L was an attentive listener to both of his speeches, and | 
am sure I heard no such remarks; others, who also gay 
him strict attention, say they heard none such. On yeste; 

| day | ealled Mr. Crozter’s notice to the above extracts 
which IT pointed out to him, and which he very promptly 
disavowed. I thought I had correctly understood him 9s 
| agreeing to make the correction by a note to the Intelligencer 
of this morning. He has not done se; for the reason, as | 
am informed, that he intends, in a few days, to have a cor 


|| reeted copy of his remarks published. In the meantime, | 


feel it my duty to ask of you an early place in yoar columns 
for this note. 

Very respeetfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. 8. HOUSTON. 

The Reporter very frankly admits that the report in ques 
| tion was imperfect, and may have done injustice to some of 
the parties concerned. [tis to be accounted for from thy 
fact, which he as promptly stated to Mr. Houston, viz: that 
by aceident a portion of the notes were mislaid. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 27, 1846. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a posi 
route from Clarendon, to Surrounded Hill, in that 
State: which was referred to the Committee on the 

: Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented th. 
| petition of Thomas Bryant, heir of William Bry- 
ant, deceased, asking compensation for the naval 
services of his ancestor; which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

[Several messages in writing were received from 

the President of the United States. ] 

Mr. MANGUM submitted the following resolu 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be autho- 
rized to employ the necessary force to work the 

| ventilator on the dome of the Senate chamber, and 
| that the same be paid for out of the contingent fund 
| of the Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
| mittee on Pensions, submitted an adverse report 
| upon the petition of Philip Slaughter; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


The ‘** Act to amend an act approved June 1’, 
‘1844, entitled An act to provide for the adjustment 
‘of land claims within the States of Missouri, Ar- 
‘ kansas, and Louisiana, and in those parts of the 
‘States of Mississippi and Alabama south of the 
‘31st degree of north latitude, and between the 
‘ Mississippi and Perdido rivers,” was read a third 
time and passed. 

OREGON—THE ARMY. 


| Mr. BENTON observed that it had been his in- 
| tention to resume to-day his review of the Oregon 
question, in continuation of his remarks submitied 
| on Monday last; butas it was desirable that action 
' should be taken upon the bill supplementary to th 
act providing for the prosecution of the existing 
war with Mexico, he suggested that the latter 
should be first considered, and he (Mr. B.) would 
take to-morrow, or some other day, for his pur- 
08e. = 
Mr. ATCHISON signified his intention, if the 
bill referred to came up, to ask leave to withdraw 
| the amendment thereto submitted by him. He 
| was entirely in favor of the object of the bill; and 
as all the amendments pending hung upon that 
submitted by him, and as it was desirable that the 
bill should pass speedily, he, for the purpose 0! 
unanimity, would take the course already alluded 


|| to. 
| The PRESIDENT stated that there was no 
|| question before the Senate. 

Mr. BIX suggested that the bill should be con- 
sidered by unanimous consent; which was agreed 
j| to. 
| "The supplementary bill alluded to was then con- 
|| sidered as in committee of the whole; when 
| Mr. ATCHISON’S motion for leave to with- 
draw his amendment was agreed to. . 

The bill was then, on motion of Senators DIX 
and BENTON, amended in various particulars, ‘0 


read as follows: 


} 


| 
j 
| 
+} 
i} 
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A BILL supplemental to an act entitled “ An act providing 

” for the prosecution of the existing war between the Uni- 
ted States and the 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, au 
thorized to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, two major-generals and four brigadier-generals 
in addition to the present military establishment. — 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be and he hereby is, authorized to call 
into the service, under the act approved May thirteen, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, such of the general officers 


and to organize into brigades and divisions the forces autho- 
rizod by said act, according to his discretion. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the field and staff 
of a separate battalion of volunteers, under the said act, 
shall be one lieutenant colonel or major, one adjutant, with 
ine rank of lieutenant, one sergeant major, One quartermas- 


ter sergeant, and a chief bugler or principal musician, ac- | 


cording to corps. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the President of the 
United States may limit the privates in any volunteer com- 
panys according to his discretion, at from sixty-four to one 
hundred; and that with every volunteer company an addi- 
sonal second lieutenant may be allowed and accepted. 
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Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That when volunteers | 


in > called 1 service of »Tnite leatea in || ° ; 
or militia are called into the service of the United States in || be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 


<weh quinbers that the officers of the quartermaster, com- 
missary, and medical departments, authorized by law, be 
yot sufficient to provide for supplying, quartering, trans- 
porting, and furnishing them with the requisite medical at- 
tendanee, it shall be lawful for the President to appoint, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, as many additional 
officers of said departments as the service may require, not 
execeding one quarterinaster and one commissary for each 
brigade, with the rank of major, and one assistant quarter- 
waster, With the rank of captain, one assistant commissary, 
with the rank of captain, one surgeon, and one assistant 
surgeon, for each regiment; the said quartermasters and 
commissaries, assistant quartermasters and assistant com- 
missaries to give bonds, with good and sufficient sureties, 
for the faithful performance of their duties ; and they and the 


said surgeons and assistant surgeons to perform such duties || +e ~ . : 
' ~ || propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 


as the President shall direct: Provided, That the said offi- 
cers shall be allowed the same pay and emoluments as are 
now allowed to officers of the same descriptions and grades 
in those departments respectively; that they be subject to 


the rules and articles of war, and continue in service only | 
so long as their services shall be required, in connexion | 
| 


with the militia and volunteers. 


Republic of Mexico,” and for other ] 


| the United States was taken u 


AUGMENTATION OF THE NAVY. 


j 
j 
| 
{ 


viding for the augmentation of the naval ferce of | 


special order of the day for Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate then 
went into Executive session, and, after some time 
spent therein, the doors were opened; 

When the bill supplementary to the act pro- 


| viding for the prosecution of the existing war be- 


y-S1X, Suc th ‘ers || tween the United States and Mexico was read a 
of the militia as the service, in his opinion, may require, | 


| third time, passed, and sent to the House of Rep- 


resentatives. 
The Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, May 27, 1846. 


proved. 
Mr. HARALSON, on leave given, offered the 
following resolution; which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 


this House all the official despatches which may 
have been received from General Taylor, com- 


| manding the Army of Occupation on the Rio 


p and made the | 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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presented by the Secretary of the Treasury, came 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the bill pro- || '© the conclusion that it was just and proper he 


should have this authority, and had reported ac- 
cordingly; and there was a proviso attached to the 
amendment, that he should not return the excess 
of duties, unless it was right and proper for him 
so to do. 

Another amendment which he designed to offer 
was to affect the amendment to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill of 1844, in regard to in- 
spectors and other officers of the customs. The 
amendment to that bill of 17th June, 1844 limited 
the number of these different officers to the number 
then in the service. Since that, and during the pres- 
ent session, this number had been extended and in- 
creased by the acts we had passed in regard to Texas. 
Several applications also had been made from Flori- 


| da and elsewhere, for additional inspectors; but the 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- | 


Grande, relating to the battles of the 8th and 9th | 


instant. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| the Union, (Mr. Hamuin, of Maine, in the chair, | 
and subsequently Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia,) and 


resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 


| of Government for the year ending the 30th day of 


sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That promotion, in the || 


quartermaster’s department, to the rank of major, shall 
hereafter be made from the captains of the army, and that 
appointments in the line, and in the general staff, which 
confer equal rank in the army, shall not be held by the 


same officer at the same time; and when any officer of the | 
staff, who may have been taken from the line, shall, in vir- | 


tue of seniority, have obtained, or be entitled to, promotion 
ty a grade in his regiment equal to the commission he may 


hold in the staff, the said officer shall vacate such staff com- || 


mission, Or he may, at his option, vacate his commission in | 


the line. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the aids-de-camp 


of the major general commanding the army in time of war 
may be taken from the line, without regard to rank; and the 
aidsle-camp allowed to other major generals and brigadier 
generals may be taken from the grade of captain or subaltern; 
and that the commanding or highest general in rank may, 
while in the field, appoint a military secretary from the sub- 
alterns of the army, who shall have the pay and emoluments 
of a major of cavalry for the time being. 

Sec. 8. 4nd be it further enacted, That the allowance for 
clothing to each non-commissioned musician and private of 
volunteers shall be three dollars and fifty cents per month 
dnring the time he shall be in the service of the United 


States. 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the non-commis- | 


sioned officers, musicians, and privates,of volunteers and 
militia, when called into the service of the United States, 
shall baentitled to receive fifty cents in lieu of subsistence, 
and tWWhty-five cents in lieu of forage, for such as are 
mounted, for every twenty miles, by the most direct route, 
from the period of leaving their homes to the place of gen- 


eral rendezvous, and from the place of discharge back to 
their homes. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the colonel, or | 


sentor officer, of the ordnance department, is authorized to 


enlist for the service of that department, as many master | 


armorers, master carriage makers, master blacksmiths, 


artificers, armorers, carriage-makers, blacksmiths, and fa- | 


borers, as the public service, in his judgment, under the 


direction of the Secretary for the Department of War, may 
require, 


Mr. WESTCOTT submitted an amendment to 
the second section, giving the President of the 
United States the power to select the particular 


ceneral officer of the militia whom he would pre- | 


fer, instead of calling on the Governors of the 
States for a general officer, which was negatived. 
The bill, as above, was reported to the Senate, 
the amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, the 


lill providing for the settlement of French spolia- | 
tion claims was again taken up, and the question | 


on the amendment proposed was called for, when 


Mr. SPEIGHT and others, signifying a desire to 
be heard u 


ed over in ormally. 


n said amendments, the bill was pass- | 








June, 1847, and for other purposes. 

[The pending question was on the motion of 
Mr. Grover, to strike out the following item, as 
amended: 

‘* For the erection and completion of the marine 
hospitals at Pittsburg, Natchez, Louisville, Padu- 
cah, and Cleveland, fifty thousand dollars.”’] 

Mr. McCLELLAND took the floor; but yielded 
to 

Mr. FICKLIN, who gave notice of an amend- 
ment which he intended hereafter to offer. 

Mr. McCLELLAND said his object in address- 
ing the committee was not to enter into a general 
speech, or to continue the discussion of yesterday, 
but to explain the grounds on which he intended to 
offer two or three amendments which he should 
not hereafter have the opportunity to explain. He 
was instructed by the Committee on Commerce to 
offer an amendment, which he caused to be read, 


| 


and which provided for the refunding to certain | 


persons therein specified of duties collected con- 
trary to treaty stipulations subsisting between the 
United States and Portugal. 

Mr. PRESTON KING gave notice that he 
should, when offered, raise a question of order 


against these amendments, on the ground of irrel- | 


| evancy. 


Mr. McCLELLAND (continuing) apprehended 


| there would be no difficulty on the ground of order 


in receiving these amendments, because they were 


| 


| 


based on treaties subsisting between the United | 


States and Portugal. 
putting it into the power of the present Adminis- 
tration to carry out and fulfil these treaties. It was 
not for the benefit of these individuals mentioned, 
but for the sake of preserving the honor of the 
country. He hoped, therefore, the gentleman from 
New York would not object. It was at the urgent 
request of the Secretary of State and the Secretary 


| of the Treasury that the Committee on Commerce 
| had passed upon the amendment. He had the let- 
ters from both these Secretaries now in his posses- | 


sion; but as he wished to consume no more of the 
’ 


time of the committee than was necessary, he would | 


only ask for the reading of the letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 
The letter was read by the Clerk. 


Now, the reason why this money had not been | 


refunded by the Secretary of the Treasury was, 
that he considered himself 


laws. These excesses, collected at the present 


It was for the purpose of | 


revented by existing | 


time, were refunded; but under the construction | 


which he placed upon the law of Con 
not consider himself authorized to go 


cress, he did 
back and re- 


_ fund duties collected previously. ‘The Committee 


on Commerce, taking into consideration all the facts 


committee, notwithstanding the recommendation 
of the Secretary to make an increase of thirty, had 
come to the conclusion not to recommend an in- 
crease, but the transferring of them from one point, 
where they could be spared, to others where they 
were needed. 

[The amendment which he proposed, and the 
letter of the Secretary recommending this increase 
of the number of inspectors, &c., were read by 
the Clerk. ] 

It would be perceived (continued Mr. McC.) 
that the Secretary of the Treasury asks for the 
power of increasing the number of these officers to 
thirty. The Committee on Commerce, on reflec- 
tion, came to the conclusion not to recommend 
such addition to the House at present, but to adopt 
the other suggestion of the Secretary to give him 
the power of reducing the number at one point anid 
increasing it at another. Upon the examination 
which they had been able to give—and it was true 
it Was a mere cursory examination—they had been 
convinced that there were many points in the 
Union where the present number was not neces- 
sary, and this number being reduced, would give 
him the power of increasing it at other points. 
The amendment which he proposed to offer, did 
not reduce the number as limited by the appro- 
priation bill of 17th June, 1844, and as increased 
now by the acts passed in reference to Texas. 

Both these amendments, he might remark, had 

| been shown to the chairman of the Committee of 

Ways and Means—from which committee they 

should have come had time been allowed them for 
their examination—and he concurred in the pro- 
priety of both. 

If the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

| Means, or some other person did not, he would 
offer another amendment, to strike out from line 

492 to 496, providing for increase of surveys in 

the mineral regions; and he would ask the Clerk to 
read a letter from the Commissioner of the General 

Land Office showing its propriety. 

Mr. ASHMUN here raised the point of order, 
that it was not in order to discuss amendments 
which were not now before the committee, but that 
the debate should be confined to the pending 
amendment. 

Mr. McCLELLAND. Not only that, but “ the 
state of the Union generally” is under consider- 
ation. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to say that 
it had been the practice of the committee hereto- 
‘fore to allow a wide range of debate on pending 
amendments, and even the explanation of amend- 
' ments which had not yet been offered, but strictly 
under the rule, until the various amendments were 
disposed of, the discussion of the pending one only 
was in order. 

Mr. McCLELLAND suggested to Mr. A. that 
he had now concluded his remarks, and wished 

. only the letter of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office read, and he should resume his seat. 
If, however, he insisted upon the strict application 
of the rule, it would cut his friend [Mr. Srewarr] 
off from the discussion of the tariff, and he (Mr. 
McC.) would submit to it. Lar 

Mr. ASHMUN insisted upon the application of 
the rule. 

Mr. McCLELLAND accordingly resumed his 
seat, and the letter was not read. 

Mr. COLLAMER rose, at this time, (he said,) 
without previous preparation, to reply to some of 
the remarks of yesterday (of Mr. Payne and Mr. 
Grover.) He alluded to the intimate connexion 
between the tariff as the source of revenue, and the 
appropriation bills which provided the mode of its 
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expenditure, as a justification for his entering upon 
this course of remark at present. ‘The argument of 

the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Payne,} was | 
one he had so often repeated, and was presented | 
with such a degree of confidence, that it required | 
to be answered. Ht reminded him of the anecdote | 
of the reply of a person when his parson asked him 

how he liked his sermon of yesterday. “Why,” 

suid he, ‘*Ialways did like that sermon,”’ The 

fuet was, he (Mr. C.) never did like that speech. | 
‘The geytiomen from Alabama contended that the | 
idea that the increase of duties would work a dimi- 

wution of prices was an absurdity. 

Mr. McCLELLAND here rose, and apologizing | 
for interrupting his friend from Vermont, insisted | 
that the same strictness of application of the rule 
should be extended to the gentleman as had been 
to him. He raised the question of order, whether, 
on the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Gnoven,] the gentleman could go into the 
discussion of the tariff. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that it was ve ry 
difficult to draw the precise line to which debate | 
should be limited. So intimate was the connexion 
between the tariff, which was the source of revenue, 
and the appropriations of revenue, that he did not 
feelathberty to restrain the gentleman in the course 
of the debate he had taken. i 

Mr. MeCLELLAND said the decision of the 
Chair was in accordance with the ordinary prac- 
tice of the committee. Ele had mere ly called for 
the application of the same rule to the gentleman 
which had been enforced against him, (Mr. McC.) 

Mr. COLLAMER resumed his remarks, and 
proceeded to say, notwithstanding the gentleman 
considered it an absurdity, it was the fact that, in 
every single instance where a high specific duty 
had been levied, it decreased the price of the article. 
He iilustrated the operation of this principle, citing 
a practical instance to show that, by the reducing | 
ithe extent of competition of the foreign article, and | 
thereby enlarging the domestic market, it was for 
the mterest of the manufacturer, although the price 
of his- goods was thereby lowered—this reduction 
being more than made up by the increase of sales, 
‘Thus, paradoxical as it might appear, fucts, he said, 
showed it to be true that the increase of duty 
worked a decrease of price. 

He briefly replied to one or two other points | 
made by Mr. Payne and by Mr. Grover. 

Mr. STEWART next obtained the floor, and 
occupied it during the allotted hour, in reply to Mr. | 
Payne, and in a general defence of the doctrine of 
a protective tariff. It had been given out, he said, 
that they were to go through the regular appropri- 
ation bills, and then that the tariff bill was to be 
passed without debate. Anticipating this event, 
he had taken this occasion to take that course of 
remark which he had indicated. He had not heard 
the entire speech of the gentleman from Alabama, | 
but he had read the report of itm the Union, and 


from it he saw that the gentleman had appealed to |) 


the proceedings of the Baltimore Convention. 

Mr. PAYNE rose, and (Mr. 8. yielding the 
floor) said he had disclaimed, totally disclaimed 
appealing to the Baltimore Convention, or to the 
resolutions adopted by the Baltimore Convention, 
as controlling the action of this House. He had 
distinctly stated, that how far the action of a con- 
vention assembled for one purpose but thinking | 
proper to act on another subject, ought to control 
the action of a deliberative body, was a question 
he did not intend to discuss or determine upon. 
He said then, that when a convention did meet, 
however, and did adopt resolutions approving a | 
cerlain great measure, and the question was taken 
up before the people, discussed by the people, con- 
sidered by the people, and the election turned upon 
ut, that then the Representative was bound to carry 
out his pledges as contained in the resolutions of | 
Lhe convention, 

Mr. STEWART. Then the gentleman takes 
the position that the Democratic party has been | 
cleeted on the pledge of repealing the tariff of 1842. 
And he says nine-tenths of that party are pledged 
to its repeal. 

Mr. S. proceeded to say that he regretted these 
appeals to party, and urged that this should be 
considered a great American question, which soar- 
ed above all party considerations. It was a strug- 
gle between the American people and foreigners as 
to which of them should control the American 


market. 


The genteman from Alabama spoke of the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


** fair” as got up to influence the members of this 
House. Had the gentleman seen the fair? If he 
had, and would give fair play to his good sense, 
he would be filled with patriotic pride and delight 
at this exhibition of the results of American indus- 
try and American skill. 


Mr. 8. proceeded from this point at length to |! 


expound and defend the principles of a protective 
tariff—arguing from the past history of the country 


the magnitude of its benefits; and their diffusion | 


not only among the manufacturers, but the agri- 


culturists, the laborers, and every class of the com- | 


munity. ‘To this principally he aseribed all the 
wealth and prosperity of England, and the rapid 
growth and advancement of our own country in 
times past, or that which we might hope for the 
future. He also maintained the doctrine that high 
protective duties make low prices, and referred to 


facts in proof of the position; and in a desultory | 


course of remark laid down many other positions, 
and advanced many other arguments, in which we 
cannot at present follow him. 

The hour of one having arrived, the committee, 
in pursuance of the previous orders of the House, 
proceeded to vote. 

And the question was put on Mr. Darracn’s 
motion to strike out $50,000, and insert $75,000, 
as the appropriation for the erection of marine hos- 
nitals at Pittsburg, Louisville, Paducah, Cleve- 
land, and Natchez; and it was lost: ayes 56, 
noes 8S, 

Mr. LA SERE moved to add to the item the 
following: ** And for finishing the marine hospi- 
tal at MeDonoughsville, opposite New Orleans, 
830,000.°’ This was rejected, 

And the question was put on Mr. Grover’s 
motion to strike out the item for marine hospitals 
at Pittsburg, Paducah, Louisville, Cleveland, and 


Natchez; and there were—ayes 79, noes 77. So | 


the item was stricken out. 

Mr. McKAY moved to insert the following 
items: 

‘* For repairs of that part of the custom-house 
at Mobile occupied by the United States courts, 
$390. 

‘For painting the marine hospital at Mobile, 
and paving in front of the building, $470. 

‘For repair of the wall enclosing the hospital 
grounds at Norfolk, $489. ‘ 

‘* For surveying and enclosing the hospital 
crounds at Natchez, $320. 

“For the building or purchasing a revenue 
cutter, to be employed on the coast of Texas, 
$12,000.’ 

Mr. DARRAGH moved to amend the amend- 


ment by inserting an appropriation of $20,000 for | 


the hospital at Pittsburg. 
Mr. THOMASSON asked Mr. Darracnu to 


modify his amendment so as to grant $20,000 for | 
each of the hospitals at Pittsbure, Louisville, and | 


Cleveland; making, in all, $60,000. 

Mr. DARRAGH agreed to this suggestion, and 
modified his motion accordingly. = 

And the question was taken to agree to it, and 
it was lost—ayes 71, noes 80. 

The question recurred on Mr. McKay’s amend- 
ment. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to strike out all | 


that part of it which related to hospitals. Carried 
—anves 94, noes not counted. 

The question on the residue of Mr. McKay’s 
amendment was then divided. 

And, on the question to agree to the clause re- 
specting the custom-house and court-house at Mo- 
bile, it passed in the affirmative. 

And the clause for a revenue cutter for the Texas 
station was also agreed to—ayes 83, noes 34. 

Mr. HENLEY moved the following items: 

‘* For the purchase of such scientific works as 
are necessary for the use of the Patent Office, 
$1,250. 

** For the collection of agricultural statistics and 
other purposes, $3,000. 

** For the salary of a clerk, to be employed on 
statistics, $1,600; which several sums, amounting 
to $5,850, shall be paid out of the patent fund.” 

a items were agreed to: Ayes 91, noes not 
counted, 


Mr. ARNOLD moved to insert the following: | 
** For repair of the custom-house in Providence, | 


| Rhode Island, $600.” Negatived: Ayes 59, noes 


80. 
_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
insert in the bill the following item: ‘‘ For the erec- 


a 


Pittsburg, Louisville, and Cleveland, 49,000.” 
Mr. BOYD moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting Paducah. Negatived: Ayes 52, noes gy 
| _ Mr. Trompson’s amendment was then rejected: 
|| Ayes 58, noes 84, 
Mr. HUNTER moved to insert the follo 


| tion and completion of the marine hospitals a; 
| 
} 


Wing 
| item: ‘* For the support and maintenance of he 
penitentiary in the District of Columbia, $11,61; 
| 46.” Carried: Ayes 77, noes 47. ann 

| Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to insert ay item 
' 


as follows: ** For the prosecution of the Cumber- 
land road in the State of Ohio, $50,000, and in ¢),, 
| States of Illinois and Indiana, $200,009 each, ana 
for building a bridge across the Ohio river 
Wheeling, $20,000. It was negatived. 

Mr. WINTHROP, by direction of the Commi 
tee of Ways and Means, moved the following itey,- 

** For the sixth volume of the fourth series 
‘the Documentary History of the United States. 
| § 495,449.” 

Mr. W.., after the amendment had been read. 
moved, of his individual authority, to add the fo 
lowing: 

**'T’o be paid to Messrs. Blair & Rives, in eon 
|*formity with a contract between the United 
| § States and Messrs. Clarke and Force; and also jy, 
‘compliance with a request from the Sceretary oj 
* State to the Committee of Ways and Means.” 

After some explanation between Mr. WIN 
|| THROP and other members, he withdrew the 
; amendment proposed by himself. 

Mr. McKAY then moved to add to the amend 

ment the following proviso: 

“Provided that hereafter no further distribution 
| © of said work shall be made to persons who are or 
_* have been members of Congress.’ 

This was negatived. 

And Mr. Winruror’s amendment, moved by 
direction of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was agreed to: Ayes 88, noes 42. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to insert the fo! 
lowing item: 

‘** For payment of the excess of duties paid upon 
‘wines imported from Portugal mto the United 
‘ States by John Osborne, of the city of New York, 
‘the sum of $1,718 42, and by Isaac Winslow & 
‘Son, of Boston, the sum of $1,019 54, which said 
‘duties were levied and collected contrary to th 
‘ treaty stipulations existing between Portugal and 
‘this Government: Provided, however, That tl 
‘Secretary of the Treasury shall not pay said 
‘sums of money to said Osborne and Winslow & 
‘Son unless he is satisfied they are rightfully en 
‘titled thereto.’’ 

Agreed to: Ayes 86, noes not counted. 


Mr. WOODWORTH, from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, offered the follow 
ing amendment: 


For annual repairs of the Capitol, lamp lighters, oil for 
lamps, wick and repzirs of lamps and lamp posts, attend 
/ ance on furnaces of the crypt, attendanee on water-closets, 
cleaning the rotundy and erypt, brushes and brooms, labor 
ers and cartage on Capitol grounds, tools, wire, twit, 
leather, nails, stakes, manures and straw for grounds, trevs. 

attendance at the western gates of the Capitol, repairs 0! 
| public stables, flagging and enclosures, keepinggan ore! 
iron pipes that couvey the water to the Capitol and public 
offices, and gardener’s salary, &8,886. : 

For annual repairs of President’s house, gardener’s salary, 
laborers and cartage, tools, wire, twine, feather, nails, stakes, 
| manure and straw for garden and plants, trees for Pres! 
| dent’s grounds, Fountain square, Lafayette square, ad 
Pennsylvania avenue, repairs of fence at Fountain square, 
Lafayette square, and President’s garden, $3,277. 

For repairing platform on the dome, and repairing balus 
ters, (including materials and work,) repairing hatehway 
, door, and frame, (including steps and plastering in dome, 
furnishing and repairing steps, ladders, and platforins on 
the different roofs, furnishing two double-window frames 
; and sash (including painting and glazing) in open a, 
whitewashing walls in the open courts, containing abou 
twenty-five hundred square yards, 8490 79. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to add to the amend- 
ment the following: ‘** And for the removal of the 
‘ building over the statue of Washington and erect- 

. - , ts a ; 
‘ ing an iron fence around the same, $1,000. This 
was agreed to. 

And the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
| Ayes 100, noes 20. se 
| Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, by og a 
'| of the Committee of Ways and Means, — 
sundry items, viz: “ A re-appropriation of ’ 
‘part of the sum of $106,000 Pn on on af 
| * 27th April, 1816, as prize money for resem I 
| ‘gerine ships of war, captured by Commoc - 
\|* Decatur, and restored to the Dey of Algiers ’ 
\) © which had been carried to the surplus fund. 
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A vay F. Gardner 
nba squadron, for his services as such, | 


«9437 50.” ; 
Ore pay the representatives of Thomas H. 


-Storm balance due him as agent for prisoners at | 


+ Barbadoes, $2,274 26.” 

« For Loan Office certificates which may be pro- 
duced and exhibited, $5,000.” 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, of his own ac- 
count, moved to strike from the last item of the 
qnount which he had moved by order of the com- 
mittee these words: “ which may be produced and 
exhibited,’ so as to include certificates which may 


have : 
This was negatived; and the amendment was 


screed to. 


‘Mr. BROCKENBROUGH moved to insert the | 
following item: **And for compensation of keepers | 


wblic archives in Florida, $999.’? Negatived. 


- WINTHROP moved to insert in the proper 


Mr. 


nlace the following: * For salary and outtit of a | 


special commissioner to Mexico, whenever the 
President of the United States shall have ascer- 
tained that he will be received, $18,000.” Nega- 
tived: ayes 50, noes sl. 

The item, ‘* For the salary of a commissioner to 
reside in China, $5,000,” was read. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to add to the 


item the following proviso: 


“Provided, That no part of this sum shall be || 
paid without a certificate on honor from the said | 


commissioner that he does reside in China.”’ 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend it so as to 


read, * that the salary shall not be paid unless the 


commissioner shall actually reside in China.” 


Mr. THOMPSON accepted Mr. Rarusun’s | 
amendment, and modified his proviso accordingly. | 


The question was then put upon it, and it was 
adopted: ayes 74, noes 40. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to insert at the 
proper place the following item: ‘ For the salary 
of the consul at Paris, $2,000.”’ 

This was ruled out of order, on the ground that 
there was no law authorizing the allowance of a 
salary to the consul at. Paris.” 


Mr. McK AY moved to insert at the proper place 


the following item: ** For contingent expenses of 
foreign intercourse, $30,000.”’ This was agreed to. 

The committee having gone through with the 
bill— 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to add the follow- 
wg section: 

“dnd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to inercase or diminish the 
iuinber of inspectors, gaugers, weighers, measurers, or 


markers, in any collection district: Provided, That the | 
whole number of said otiicers in the Union shall at no time | 


exceed the number in service at the present time.”’ 

‘This was agreed to: Ayes 70, noes 56. 

Mr. MAR'TLN, of Kentucky, moved to add the 
following section: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, from and after the close 


of the present session of Congress, the pay for mileage of || 


each Senator ar ember of the House of Representatives | : 
cnator and member of the House of Represent || any distance over 400 miles: 


of the United States, and the Delegates from the Territo- 
ries, shall be as follows, to wit: For every twenty miles be- 
tween the residence of each Member, Delegate, and Senator, 
wud the Capitol, the sum of eight dollars—the distance to be 


conputed by the nearest mail route: such distance shall be | 


weertained by the books of the Post Office Departinent.” 


Mr. ASHMUN inquired if the amendment was | 


in order? 

The CHAIR said it was. 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL moved to amend 
itby adding as follows: ‘* And the per diem pa 


of members of Congress shall hereafter be six dol- 


lars.” 


° . . { 
A motion was made that the committee rise. 


Carried: Ayes 77, noes 70. 
And the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair— 


The following message, received from the Presi- | 


dent to-day, was now read: 
To the House of Representatives: 


In compliance with the request contained in the | 


resolution of the House of Representatives of this 

date, | transmit copies of all the official despatches 

which have been received from General 

commanding the Army of Occupation on the Rio 

Grande, relating to the battles of the 8th and 9th 

instant. JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasumeron, May 27, 1846. 


| The message was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 









| read, anc 


been lost or destroyed. 


aylor, | 


ate ot ie . ‘ ; * . 
late Naval Storekeeper to || decided in the negative, by yeas and nays—81 to 


97. 

_ Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill to provide certain mil- 
itary tactics for the use of the volunteers authorized 


, to be called into the service of the United States by 


the act ee May 13, 1846. ‘The bill was twice 


Mr. McKAY moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


| general es bill, with a view to act upon 


all amendments, and to report it to the House. 

Before the question was put, a mouon was made 
to adjourn. Negatived—66 to 70. 

And the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the general appropriation 
bill, Mr. Horkins in the chair. 

And the question was put on Mr. Josepu J. Me- 
Dowe t’s amendment, to reduce the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress to six dollars per day, and it was 
lost 

The question recurred on Mr. Marrin’s amend- 
ment; when— 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the same, by 
adding thereto the following: 


6 And be it further enucted, That no member shall be allow 

| ed pay for any day that he does not actually attend the sit 

ting of the House, if ia session that day, unless absent by 
its order on the business of the House, or prevent d trom 
| attending by sickness; and the failure of any meniber to 
answer to his name on the call of the House, or on the call 
| of the yeas and nays, shall constitute him an absentee for 
| the day, unless it appears from the Journals of the House 
that he was absent by its order, or be excused fur sickness 
on tle certificate of a physician; and no member absentfrom 
the House for his own business or pleasure, aud with or 
Without the leave of the House, sliall receive any pay tor 
the time he is absent. 

& And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Clerk of the House, at least onee every day, to furnish the 
| Sergeant-at-Aris with a list of those members who on the 

preceeding day failed at any one time to answer to tieir 

names, cither upou a call of the House or on the yeas and 
| nays; and the Sergeant-at-Arms, upon receiving such list, 
shail charge the members so absent, and shall take from his 
gross pay, in tne setie:mnent of his account, the amount of 
One day’s pay for every day so absent.”? 
This was carried, ayes 69, noes 66. 
Mr. COCKE then moved further to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Martin, by adding the follow- 
| ng proviso: 

** Provided, ‘That when the mileage of a member or dele- 
gate as aforesaid shall amount to the sum of 1,000, then the 
residue of the mileage shall be computed at the rate of $3 for 
every twenty miles travel as atoresaid : And provided further, 
That after the first four months of any session of Congress 
the daily pay of each member or delegate sliall be $4 per 
day and no more.” 


This was agreed to without count or division. 

Mr. DOCKERY then moved the following as a 
substitute for the amendment of Mr. Marri, as 
amended on the motions of Mr. Bow xin and Mr. 
Cocke: 

“'That from and after the end of this present session of 
| Congress the mileage allowed and paid to Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress and Delegates from ‘Territorics, 
shall be 40 cents per mile for the first 209 miles ; 35 cents for 
each mile above 209, and not over 300; 30 cents for each 
| mile above 300, and not over 400; and 25 cents per mile tor 
Provided, hat the aggregate 

mileage allowed to any Scnaior, Representative, or Del- 
| egate in any one session of Congress, shall, im no case, ex- 
ceed $750.”” 

This was agreed to—ayes 81, noes 35. 

Mr. YELL moved to add to the bill a section, 
providing for the removal of the seat of Govern- 
ment, in the year 1850, to the city of St. Louis, in 

the State of Missouri. 
| The CHAIR ruled the section not in order. 

The question was put that the committee do 
agree to Mr. Marrin’s amendment, as amended 


carried—ay es 68, noes 61. 

| And so the proposition of Mr. Dockery was 
finally adopted by the eommittee, and the propo- 

sitions of Messrs. Martin, Bow try, and Cocke 

were set aside. 


‘|| Mr. BELL moved to insert in the bill the fol- 
| lowing: 
|| That the pay and emoluments of all the officers of the 
| Federal Government in the civil departments, including that 
| of members of Congress, excepting such officers, however, 
whose pay and emoluments cannot constitutionally be re- 
| duced during their term of service be, and the same is here- 
iI by, reduced twenty-five per centum from and after the Ist of 
| June next; the reduction to continue so Jong as the Mexi- 
can war continues. And that from the commencement to 
| the conclusion of said war the pay of the volunteer soldiers 
| of the American army be ten doliars per month, instead of 
|| that now allowed by law.” 


| Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS moved to add to this 


motion was here made to adjourn. It was |) amendment the following: 
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committed. 


by the amendment of Mr. Dockery, and it was | 







































































S73 

“ And that members of Congress shall not receive any per 
diem on account of their attendance at the present session 
after the 20th day of July next.” 


This was agreed to. 

And the question 
amendment. 

It was divided so as to take a separate question 
on that part reducing the pay of civil officers, and 
a separate question on the part raising the pay of 
volunteers. ; 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved that 
the committee rise. Newvatived. 

And the question again recurred on Mr. Ben.’s 
amendment. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to add to the same the 
amendment moved by him to Mr. Martin’s 
amendment, changed so as to confine its operation 
to members of the present Congress, 

It was negatived. 

And the question was put on the first clause of 
Mr. Berv’s amendment, on which no quorum 
voted. 

And the committee rose, and 

The Llouse adjourned. 


recurred on Mr. Beun's 


IN SENATE. 
Trorspay, May 28, 1846. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of eiti 

zens of Oswero county, New York, remonstrating 
‘against the renewal of Jethro Wood's patent, 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a res 
olution passed by the Legislature of Louisiana, in 
favor of an appropriation by Congress for the re 
moval of obstructions to the navivution of the Sa- 
bine river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. J. also presented resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State to use their exertions to procure the re- 
imbursement of the money advanced by that State 
for the public service in ‘Texas, and to urge on Con 
gress the expediency of establishing a naval station 
at New Orleans, and constructing additional naval 
steamers; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented a resolution passed by the 
same body, in favor of the erection of light-houses 
at the mouth of the bayou Bonfonea and the mouth 
of the river Lanchipoho; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented the memorial of Peter 
Von Schmidt, praying the purchase by the Gov- 
ernment of his improvement in the rotary steam 
engine and submerged propeller; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. S. also submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, "That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether the improvements 
made by Peter Von Schmidt in the rotary steam 
engine and submerged propeller, can be advan- 
tageously introduced into the service of the United 

_ States, and what sum will be required to test their 
value. 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following res 
olution; which lies over: 

Resolved, with the concurrence of the House of Rep 
resentatives, That the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives close 
the present session of Congress by an adjourn 
ment of their respective houses on Monday, the 
20th day of July next. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
submitted an adverse report upon the petition of 
flenry Simpson. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, submit- 
ted an adverse report upon the petition of E. A 
Ware; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BERRIEN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill relative to and increas- 
ing the duties of the Attorney General. 


GENERAL TAYLOR AND HIS COMMAND, 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following joint 
resolution; which was read a first and second 
| time: 

JOINT RESOLUTION presenting the thanks of Congress 
to Brigadier Generai ‘Taylor, and for other purposes, 
Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 

} thanks of Congress be presented to Brigadier General ‘Tay- 
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lor, and to the officers and men under bis command, both 
of the army and navy of the United States, for their signal 
gallantry, humanity, and good conduct, ia sustaining the 
honor of the arms of their country in achieving the late vic- 
tories on the frontier of the State of Texas. 

Mec. 2. ind be it further resolved, ‘That the President of 
the United States be authorized and requested to have a 
eword procured, with appropriate devices thereon, and pre- 
sented to General Taylor, in the name of the Republic, as 
a toibute due to his good conduct, valor, and generosity to 
the vanquished. 

Bee. 3b. Ind be it further resolved, That the President of 
the United States be requested to communicate to Brigadier 
General Taylor, and to the officers and men under his com- 
mand, both of the army and navy, the thanks of Congress 
contained in the foregoing resolution, and the high sense of 
gratitude entertained for victories 80 splendid in contests 50 
unequal 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped that the resolution would 
receive the assent of the Senate with all possible 
unanimity. Efe desired that the deep and fervent 
feeling of the body should be expressed in the 
most emphatic manner. 

Mr. BREESE asked for another reading of the 
resolution. 

‘lhe Secretary accordingly again read the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. BREESE then said that he had but one 
suggestion to miake in regard to the resolution, and 
that was, thatitdid not comprehend that portion of 
the officers and soldiers of the army which, in his 
opinion, had conducted itself in the most gallant 
manner—those who had defended the fort, and 
received two or three thousand shells from the 
enemy’s batteries. ‘Those only were mentioned 
in the resolution who had taken part in the 
battles of the 8th and 9th. ‘The others were over- 
luoked. Ile desired that the resolution should be 
printed, and lie over for future consideration, 

Mr. LLOUS'TTON explained. He had no objec- 
tion to the printing, but he begged to inform the 
Senator from illinow [Mr. Breese] that the reso- 
lution was designed to inelude, and did include, 
every man under the command of General Taylor. 
it was true that the gallant defenders of the fort 
were not alluded to parucularly, but they had not 
heen overlooked—they were included in the terms 
of the resolution, ‘The naval forces had not been 
engaged im the battles, but were included in the 
resolution. The entire command of General Tay- 
lor was embraced, But if the gentleman had any 
desire to improve the resolution, or to add to it, 


he (Mr. EH.) was quite willing to allow him an | 


opportunity. The resolution had been drawn up 
hastily, and was, perhaps, suscepuble of improve- 
ment, 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped that the resolution 
would be acted on at once, after the explanation of 
the honorable Senator from ‘Texas. S his (Mr. 
Vi.’s) opinion the terms of the resolution were 
comprehensive enough. He asked for another 
reading of the resolution. 

‘The resolution was arain read. 


Mr. SEVIER hoped that the resolution would | 


he over till to-morrow. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I agree with great pleasure. 

Mr. SEVIER had but one additional remark to 
make, His gallant and lamented personal friend— 
Major Brown—had been killed in the defence of 
the fort. His services demanded the gratitude of 
the nation; and he (Mr. 8S.) should like to see 
the resolution so amended as to embrace the pre- 
sentauon of a sword to the descendant of Major 
Brown. 

‘The resolution was then ordered to be printed, 
and lies over ull to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. JENNESS, the Senate took 
up the bill for the relief of Asenath Canney, which 
was read a second time, considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and, 
by unanimous consent, read a third time, and 
PHUSSe d. 


A message was received from the House of 


Representatives announcing that said House had 
passed the Senate bill establishing certain mail- 
routes in ‘Texas, with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the above bill was 
taken up, the amendment was read and consider- 
t d, whe ia 

Mr. NILES submitted a few remarks, recom- 
mending a concurrence with said amemdment. 

‘The question being taken, the motion to concur 
was agreed to. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the 





| prior orders of the day be postponed, and that the 
Senate should resume the consideration of the bill 
providing for the seulement of the French spolia- 
tion claims. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he had given way 
yesterday to other business, with the understand- 
ing that he would to-day resume his remarks upon 
the Oregon question. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied, that any wish the gen- 
tleman from Missour: might express would be re- 
garded; but as it was generally understood that 
there would be no further discussion upon the 
spoliation bill, he supposed that the question might 
be taken before the gentleman [Mr. asrnest com- 
menced his remarks, 

Mr. BENTON signified his assent, and the bill 
referred to was taken up. 

‘The question being upon an amendment hereto- 
fore submitted, 

Mr. SPEIGHT expressed the desire to submit a 
few remarks thereon. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON (Mr. Speieut giving | 


way) moved that the further consideration of the 


bill be postponed until to-morrow at one o’clock, | 


with the view of taking up the special order, which 
was agreed to. 
OREGON. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the Committee on Territories, re- 
commending that the laws of the United States be 


not extended over the Oregon territory during the 
present session of Congress; when 


Mr. BEN'I'ON then resumed and concluded his | 


remarks. 

[The report of the conclusion of Mr. Benton’s 
remarks is necessarily postponed, to allow time 
for its preparation. We hope to have it prepared 
in time to insert it in the next number of the Con- 
gressional Globe. | 


Mr. B., in conclusion, said, that if the Senator 


from Florida would withdraw the motion which |! 


he had made for a postponement of the considera- 
tion of this bill, he would move that it be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Territories, with in- 
structions. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said, to enable the Senator 
from Missouri to offer his resolution to recommit 


ent withdraw the motion for the postponement of 


the subject until the first Monday in December | 


next. tle did so only to allow the resolution to 
be considered, which could not be while his mo- 
tion was pending; and he intended at a proper 
time to renew it, 

Mr. BENTON then proposed a_ resolution, 
which was read by the Secretary, to the following 
effect: ‘That the bill be recommitted to the Commit- 


tee on Territories, with instructions to amend the | 


bill by inserting provisions, first, for extending the 


same extent as Great Britain has extended her ju- 
risdiction and laws over her subjects in Oregon by 
act of Parliament. 


Secondly, to report a bill for the full and perfect | 
government of the Territory, to take effect after | 


the termination of the convention. 
Thirdly, to provide for a Territorial Legislature, 


and for the administration of justice; for the de- | 
fence of the territory, by fortifying the mouth of 


the Columbia; for commerce, by establishing cus- 
tom-houses; for organizing the militia, and to pro- 
vide for the security of navigation, by erecting 


licht-houses, &c. The boundary of said eee 1] 
’ 


to be established by treaty, and until so establishec 
the line of 49° to be rerarded as the northern limit. 
Mr. CASS intimated his intention to submit his 


views to the Senate upon this subject at such time | 


as would be most convenient to that body. The 
honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton, ] 
had annihilated, entirely to lis own satisfaction, 
the line of 54° 40’ as the northern boundary of 
Oregon. 


tated and re-established. He also desired to sus- 


tain the position he had taken in relation to the | 


line of the treaty of Utrecht. 
Mr. ATCHISON said he should object to a re- 


commitment to the Committee on Territories, for | 
the reasons which had been assigned by the chair- | 


| man of that committee, 
agree On any One proposition concerning this bill. 
Why, then, recommit the bill to that committee 
‘with instructions? The object of the bill was to 
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the bill, with instructions, he would for the pres- | 


jurisdiction and laws of the United States, civil || 
and criminal, over our citizens in Oregon, to the 


He hoped, however, to see it resusci- || 


That committee could not | 
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extend our jurisdiction over Oregon, and to esty)). 
1 lish a territorial government. He would therefor, 
| Suggest its reference to the Committee on the Jy. 
| diciary. 

|| Mr. BENTON assented to the amendment. 

| Mr. SEVIER was of the opinion that it would 
| be better to refer the bill, as the instructions of tj, 
| honorable Senator contemplated several objects, t . 
| 

| 

| 

} 


a select committee. He hoped the Senator woul; 
consent so to modify the resolution. 
Mr. BENTON said he had no objection. 
Mr. ATCHISON said there was already before 
the Senate a bill reported from the Committee o), 
| the Post Office and Post Roads which embraced 
_ one portion of the amendment desired by his ¢9/. 
league by the recommitment. Another portion 
would be embraced in a bill reported from tj, 
| Committee on the Public Lands, respecting dona- 
tions of lands to settlers. The establishment of 
Indian agencies was a subject which had engaged 
the attention of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
In fact, there were separate bills, embracing all ¢\y, 
| measures aanaanten by the President of tho 
|| United States, proceeding from the appropriate 
‘| committees. He could see no necessity for a spe. 
| cial committee. He thought the Judiciary Con- 
mittee was the proper one to have the considerativy 
of the subject. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he was gratified that the 
Senator from Missouri, who last addressed the Se)- 
ate, [Mr. Arcnison,] had suggested the reference 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, instead of the 
Committee on the Territories; for he was convinced 
the last-named committee, even under the proposed 
instructions, could not agree as to the details of a 
| bill on this subject. For his part, he regarded th: 
| first branch of the instructions of the Senator fro.) 
Missouri who first addressed the Senate {Mr. Bey- 
TON] as impossible to be obeyed by any committee, 
so as to effect any beneficial object. Suppose (said 
| Mr. W.) we enact a law, declaring “the laws of thy 

United States’’ to extend over Oregon: what will be 
| the effect and result? The common law of Ene- 
| land is no part of * the laws of the United States,” 
as a Federal Government. There is no act of Con- 
gress, and consequently no other law, by which 
| assaults and batteries, riots, and other venal of- 
fences against society, could be punished. If you 
were to extend all the laws of the United Staies 
over Oregon, there are not a dozen acts of Cou- 
gress that could be made to apply to Oregon by 
such general extension, and these would answer 
|| no purpose whatever, either of protection or secu- 
| rity, to the citizens of the United States there, or 
_ produce any other beneficial result. The citizeus 
of the United States in Oregon have provided tor 
themselves a local government. The sanction and 
protection of the United States as to that govern- 
ment is all that is required. As to the suggestion 
| for the extension over them of the laws of Lowa or 
Missouri or Wisconsin, they would not give our 
citizens there what they desire. I have (said Mr. 
W.) on a former day endeavored to show the en- 
tire impracticability of such measure; and besides 
that, it would not meet the exigency. ‘The most 
important laws in a new frontier country are the 
local temporary laws, regulating the political di- 
visions and judicial arrangements, the establishment 
of county sites, roads, ferries, bridges, police, )- 
trols, and other municipal regulations which th: 
adoption of the code of other States could not sup- 
ily. Besides, who was to execute these laws: 
ow were they to be executed? and when and 
_where? Must all be fixed by special legislation, 
having special and exclusive reference to Oregol: 
| Why, sir, you may adopt the best code ever de- 
vised by the wisest lawgiver, and, without this 
machinery to give it effect, which can only be oy 
special legislation adapted to the local wants of t's 
| territory, and framed with reference to the contl- 
tion of the country, geographically, politically, and 
in every other respect, with reference also to the 
|| settlements in it, such measures would be entirely 
useless. Let me ask, what law of the United States, 
or of Iowa, or of Missouri, provides that a cour 
shall be held at Oregon city, or elsewhere in the 
valley of the Willamette, or that directs that mur- 
'| ders committed there shall be tried before a judge 
and jury, or how the judge shall be appointed, 0° 
the jury summoned, or who is to appoint the sheritl 
| to hang the murderer? Which of these laws re- 
| cognises the local divisions in Oregon, whether 
\| called districts, counties, or parishes? Now, Con- 
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pee ‘ith justice it regards the people of Oregon, 
Crrect heat details. Mr. W. said, notwithstanding 
all this, he had had no difficulty in this business, 


as to hia own course, from the first, except as to 


eatisfying others to agree with him. The citizens | 


of the United States, in Oregon, had established a 
jocal government, framed a constitution, created a 
jeislature, enacted laws, elected a governor, judge, 
<heriff, and other officers, created counties and dis- 
tricts, and that local government was getting along 
yerv beneficially. 


It was the very thing, of all | 


others, best for that country. All that was neces- | 


sary 


the United States in Oregon had asked us to do this, 


They nad appealed to us to do this. Why not | 


at present was to give the sanction of Con- || 
cress to that local government. The citizens of | 


crant their prayer? Why subvert their govern- || 


ment, established by themselves, adapted to their 


wants, adapted to the country, and arbitrarily force || 


upon them a government of our making which | 


cannot meet their necessities, and will not be 
adapted to the country? 
Mr. W. said he should ata future day, if the 


Senate decided not to postpone the subject, move | 


to modify the first part of the instructions of the 


|| difficulties which will lead to war. 
| he should offer his amendment to the instructions 


seemed to 
| heretofore referred to it, an 
for all, advert to it. 
our laws, either of the United States or of lowa 
or Missouri, over British subjects in Oregon now. 
So Mr. W. understood the President’s recommen- 
dation. 
could not extend our laws over British subjects | 
until the year after the notice had expired, con- | 
sistently with the treaty. 
attempted to enforce her laws there against Ameri- 
can citizens; if her authorities have done so, it is 
in violation of the treaty. 
the notice has expired, or at any rate next fall, 
when we shall have known the issue of our nego- 
tiation, it would be time enough to decide upon 
our course as to British subjects residing in Ore- 
gon. At present, it was not only not necessary, 
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On one ap of the subject Mr. W. said there 
9€ a great misapprehension. He had 

d ve would again, once 

It is not proposed to extend 


It was only over our own citizens. We 
When the year after 


but if we attempt it, we shall certainly create 
Mr. W. said 


|| of the Senator from Missouri when the subject 


honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] || 


to the effect that the committee to whom the sub- | 


ect might be referred, should be instructed to bring | 


‘na bill to recognise and sanction the local govy- 
ernment of our citizens already established there. 
Mr. W. said he regarded the subject of this tem- 
porary government of Oregon as of great impor- 
tance. Weshould not make any mistake at the 


outset. The whole business may be involved in |! 


difficulties if a misdirection is given to it. 
the limits and boundaries of the country are set- 
tled, there will be little difficulty in settling a per- 
manent Territorial Government; and if the act of 
organization is copied from the Florida organic 
law, or of Wisconsin, or lowa, or any of the Ter- 
ritories which have existed, it would contain 
nearly all the provisions proposed in the second 


branch of the instructions of the Senator from | 


Missouri. But if we start wrong, we shall very 
likely keep wrong. Mr. W. was of opinion that 
there was no necessity for any law at this session, 


but at any rate none except a law recognising the || 
present local government in Oregon, with some few || 


restrictions and qualifications, and the provision 
which this bill contained as to mails, post routes, 
&c. The extension of the ‘laws of the United 
States” over Oregon, as proposed, would of course 
include the revenue laws; and if so, that would 
require a custom-house to be established, and offi- 


After | 





cers appointed to enforce them. Mr. W. saw no | 


necessity for such a course until the limits of the 
country were settled. It would lead at once and 
inevitably to collisions with the British subjects 
there. Ifanybody wanted to smuggle goods into 
the western States from the Pacific ocean across 
three thousand miles of mountain and desert, Mr. 
W. said he did not feel disposed to punish them 
very severely. 

Mr. W. said the details of the bill to be framed 
as to the form and character of the Government in 
Oregon, if the Senate was disposed to consider and 
decide on it this session, should be framed with 
great care and caution; and he thought the Judi- 
ciary Committee the most proper to arrange them. 
He did not think it necessary to legislate about the 
Indians there at this time; but, if so, let the Indian 
Committee settle the details in that regard. The 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
could best arrange those with regard to mails and 
post routes; and if we were to have a custom- 
house in Oregon, the Committee on Commerce 
should, as in the case of Texas, ascertain where, 
«ec. But Mr. W. said he was opposed to all ex- 
cept the mere adoption of the present Government 
of Oregon, arrangements for mail routes, and af- 
fording facilities and encouragement to emigrants. 

Mr. W. said, as to the second branch of the in- 
‘tructions of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benron,] it contained one thing that he would not 
vote for, which was, the instruction to limit what- 
ever Government we establish there to 49° north. 
The question as to the boundary between us should 
hot be referred to in the bill establishing a Territo- 
rial Government at all; it was not raised by it. 
Great Britain had extended her laws over the 
whole country, or rather her subjects in it, down 
to the Mexican line. We have the same right to 


extend ours over our citizens up north to the Rus- | 


sian line. She cannot complain. 


was again brought up. He had deemed it his duty 


to express his views at this time, in order that 
they might be published at the same time with the 


instructions proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Missouri. 
Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion for a select 


| committee, stating, that so far as the Indian Com- 
|| mittee was concerned, that committee expected to 
|| be able to report a bill on Monday next. 


Mr. HANNEGAN observed that it was expect- 
ed that there would be further debate upon this 


subject; and he moved, therefore, that its further | 
| consideration be postponed until Monday next. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Hanne- 
GAN’s motion for postponement until Monday 
next, and it was agreed to. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
| of Executive business; and after some time so en- 
| gaged, 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 28, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
| proved. 
On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFP, by gene- 
| ral consent, the House took up the bill from the 
Senate entitled “An act in relation to the July 


term of the circuit and district court of the district 
of Ohio.”’ 
The bill, having been read twice and ordered to 


a third reading now, was read a third time, and | 


passed. 


By general consent, a number of other Senate | 


bills on the Speaker’s table were taken up, read 


| twice by their titles, and appropriately referred. 


Amongst these was the bill from the Senate en- | 


titled ** A bill supplemental to an act entitled An 
act providing for the prosecution of the existing 


| war between the United States and Mexico, and 








for other purposes;”’ 


Hara son, to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked leave to offer a resolu- | 


tion, directing the Clerk of the House to purchase 
10,000 copies of the map of Texas, by Lieutenant 
Emory, provided that the cost should not exceed 
ten cents per c 


opy- 
Mr. RHE rr inquired whether it was the same | 
map the publication of which had heretofore Leen | 


authorized ? 


Mr. STEPHENS said it was the same map the | 
| publication of which had been ordered under the 


authority of both Houses of Congress at the last 


| session. There seemed to be a great demand for | 
| it, particularly by the volunteers. Therefore it 
| was that he had offered the resolution. 

Mr. RHETT said he had no objection to the 
But in an article | 
which appeared in the Southern Review, written | 
by a person well acquainted with the localities, | 


publication of a correct map. 


this map was described as the grossest tissue of 


put down correctly. F 
of the resolution. 


rules, to enable him to offer the resolution. 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 

So the resolution was not received. o 


Great Britain had not 


which, having been read | 
twice by its title, was referred, on motion of Mr. | 
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MAIL SERVICE IN TEXAS. 
Mr. HOPKINS asked leave to make a report 


from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 
the bill should be acted on immediately. 
ent there was no mail service in Texas; and, whilst 
our army was there, it was a matter of great im- 
portance that there should be such a service. 


It was deemed important (he said) that 
At pres- 


No objection having been made, 
Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 


Post Office, to whom had been referred the bill 
from the Senate * to establish certain post-routes, 
and for other purposes,” 
with an amendment. 


reported back the same 


Mr. H. said that the bill established certain 


post-routes in Texas alone. ‘The committee recom- 
mended that the 4th section be stricken out; and 
he would ask that the balance of the bill should be 
put on its passage. 


[The fourth section—proposed to be stricken 


out—authorizes the Postmaster General to estab- 
lish such additional mail-routes as the public ser- 
vice may, in his judgment, from time to time 
require, and to contract to supply mails on the said 
routes under the limitation that the contracts should 
expire on the Ist July, 1847.] 


Mr. EIOPKINS said that it was intended under 


this section that the Postmaster General should 
establish such necessary routes as could not be es- 
tablished now, for want of the proper local infor- 
mation. The committee, however, thought that 
Congress had no power to confer such authority 
on the Postmaster General—that the Constitution 
gave the power to Congress alone—theretore, tt 


was proposed to strike out the section. | 

‘The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmativ§ So the fourth section was stricken out. 

And the question then being on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, 

Mr. RATHBUN called for the reading. 

And the bill having been read, 

Mr. S. ADAMS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked Mr. A. to withdraw the 
motion, but it was not withdrawn. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded; and the main question was ordered, and, 
being taken, the bill was ordered to a third reading 
now. ; 

And having been read a third time by the title; 


: . - . , 399 
and the question being, ‘* Shall the bill pass: 


Mr. CULVER wished to inquire of the ¢hair- 
man of the committee who reported this bill, (Mr. 
Horxins,) whether it proposed to extend post. 


routes into the ‘* disputed territory,’’ so called, be- 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande ? 


If so, he 
was opposed to the bill. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that the committee had no 
very accurate information as to the localities men- 
tioned in the bill, buthe would say for the infor- 
mation of the gentleman from New York that the 
bill does not propose to go at present beyond the 
Rio Grande. Me demanded therefore the previous 
question. 

There was a second. The main question was 
ordered, and, being taken, the bill was passed, 

Mr. 8S. ADAMS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

And, on motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the motion 
to reconsider was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, submitted 
on leave, 

Ordered, That leave be given to withdraw the 
papers in the case of George Ramsey and Thomas 
T. January. 

THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 


Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to which was referred the communi- 
cation of the President, inclosing despatches from 
the army of occupation, reported that they had had 


| the same under consideration, and in view of the 
| recent brilliant victory of the army, had directed 


certain amendments to the resolution offered by 
the gentlemanjfrom Ohio, [Mr. Brinxernorr,] ten- 


; of || dering thanks to General Taylor and his army, 
| fallacies—not a single deca river, or bay, being | 
e objected to the reception | 


|| directed to ask that the committee be discharged 
Mr. STEPHENS moved a suspension of the |) 


which would be offered by that gentleman when 
the resolution was taken up. He (Mr. H.) was 


| from the further consideration of the communica- 


tion, and that it be referred to the Committee of 


| the Whole on the state of the Union, where the 


resolution was pending, 
Ordered accordingly. 
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On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Horxtns, of Virginia, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending the 
30th day of June, 1847, and for other purposes, 

The pending question was on agreeing to the 
first clause of the amendment of Mr. Bett, which | 
ix in the following words: 

* That the pay and emoluments of all the offi- 
cers of the Federal Government in the civil depart- 
ments, including that of members of Congress, 


1S date sto Prandin scarlet ll 





excepting such officers, however, whose pay and 
constitutionally be reduced 
and the same is 
herelyy reduced 25 per centum from and after the 


cmoluments cannot 


j during them term of service, be 


Ist of June next, the reduction to continue so long 
is the’ Mexican war continues.”’ 
And it wa 
The question recurring on the seeond clause of 
the said amendment, to wit: 

* And that from the commencement to the con- 
clusion of said war the pay of the volunteer soldiers 
of the American army be ten dollars per month, 
biysts id of th it now allowed by law 20P 

Mr. McK AY raised the question of order. He 

ubmitted that such an amendment had been offered 
time avo, and had been decided out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN was not aware (he was un- 
derstood to say) that a similar amendment had 
been introduced. ‘Vhe Chair ruled, however, that 
the amendment was in order, on the ground that 
the general law providing for the payment of vol- 
was sufficient authority under the rule. 

Mr. McK AY appealed from the decision. 

And the tion, **Shall the decision of the 
Chau stand as the juclerrene nt of the committee ?’’ 
WW taken, and decided in the nerative. 

othe dec 


Nacl the 


reject d. 


Connie 


wuntecr 


aytie 


sion of the Chair was reversed. 
econd branch of the amendment of Mr. 
Ben. wasn rlained., 

Mr. BRODILTEAD offered the following as an 
“additional section to the bill, but withdrew it on an 
intimation from the Clerk of the House, (B. B. 
French, Isq., throuch the Speaker, ) that such 
already the existine law. 

‘dnd be ut further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Clerk of the House of Re presentative s 
and of the Seere lary of the St nate, in the purchase 
of stationary or other articles for the use of either 
Hiouse, to purchase the same of American manu- 
facture, in all case By if the same can be so pur- 
chased as advantageously as the manufactures of 
other countries.’ , 

Mr. SLE WART offered the following amend- 
ment: 

‘Phat each private in a volunteer company, 
who has or who shall hereafter volunteer to serve 
in the army of the United States, shall receive 910 


tent 


Wal 


per month, and those volunteers who serve to the 
war Mexico shall receive 160 
acres of land, and the heirs of those who volunteer 
to serve to the end of the war, and who shall die 
in the service of the United States during the war, 
hall receive the 160 acres of land, as the soldier 
would have done, uf he had lived and served to the 
end of the war.”’ | 

Mr. GEN'TRY suggested to Mr. Stewart to 

meclude reeulars as well as volunteers, and not to 
between them. ‘The reg- 
ulurs had fought too well to admit of any such 
discrmumation against them. 

Mr. STEWART at first accepted the sugges- 
tion, and made the corresponding modification, but 
subsequently withdrew it, 

Afier some conversation, 

‘The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. STEWART appealed from the decision. 

The committee affirmed the decision of the Chair. 

So the amendment was not entertained. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the committee then 
rese, and reported the bill and amendments to the 
Llouse. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to amend the bill by 
striking out (he said) so much as related to the 
Storm King. 

The item in the bill read as follows: 

‘* For compensation of the clerk and meteorolo- 
vist in the office of the surgeon general, $3,000.” 

Mr. JONES now moved to strike out the words | 


end of the against 


make a discrimination 


* 
r 


THE 








CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. || ‘‘and meteorologist,” and to reduce the appropria- | 
tion from $3,000 to $1,000; [i. e. striking out the || 


amount of the meteorologist’s salary.] 
And Mr. J. demanded the previous question. 
Some conversation followed on points of order, 
in which Messrs. WINTHROP, J. @. ADAMS, 
McHENRY, and the SPEAKER, participated. 
And Mr. McHENRY appealed from a decision 


of the Speaker, that it was competent for a mem- 


ber to offer an amendment before the amendments | 


from the committee were disposed of, though such 
amendment was not an amendment to any one re- 
porte d from the committee. 

The House affirmed the decision of the Chair. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. And the main question (first, on the 
amendments, and then on ordering the bill to a 
third reading) was ordered to be now taken. 

The amendments were read, and such of them 
as are not herein particularly mentioned, were 
concurred in without a division. 

On concurring in the amendment of the commit- 
tee striking out the following item: 

* For compensation of two keepers of the pub- 
lie archives in Florida, $1,000.” 

Mr. BROCKEN BROUGH asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Daniel, Jette, 

Davis, De Mott, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Dunlap. 
Ellsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, Garvin, Graham, Grover, 4 = 
lin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hoge, Hopkins, G. 8. Hoy. . 


2dmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hant, Hunte 


| Jenkins, J. H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Jol, 
| ‘ r - Oh, 
| George W, Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston Kine 


' Morris, Moulton, Norris, Payne, Price, Rathbun, Reid 


| Woodward, Woodworth, and Yell—91. 


| well, Joha A. Rockwell, Root, Sawyer, Seaman, Severane, 


Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClernand, Mo, t 

James MeDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Mart,’ 
. > Rhen 
Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon. Ak ve 
ander D, Sims, Simpson, Stephens, St. John, Strong, Jy 


Thompson, ‘Toombs, Tredway, Wick, Williams, — 


Wood, 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, As) 
mun, Bell, Blanchard, Brnkerhoff, Brodhead, Buti, or 
William W. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, J. G. Chay ey 
Cocke, Constable, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cunnineh., *Y 
Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Douglass, Por.) 
Foot, Foster, Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Grider, Grinneit 
Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, BE. B. Holy.’ 
John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Was; 
ton Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Dayio 
P. King, Lewis, Long, MeCletland, Joseph J. MeDovy, | 
McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Owen, Pa, 
rish, Pendleton, Perrill, Pollock, Ramsay, Relfe. J, 


ro 
A 


Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stayt): 
Starkweather, Stewart, Strohm, Thomasson, Beyin; 


And the question being taken, the vote stood— || 


ayes 93, noes 33. 

So the item was stricken out. 

On concurring in the following amendment of 
the committee: 

“To supply deficiencies in the fund for sick and 
disabled seamen, $25,000. ”’ 

Mr. HUNGERPORD &sked the yeas and nays; 
which where ordered, and, being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash- 
mun, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, Blanchard, 
Milton Brown, Butlington, Williaa W. Campbell, Carroll, 
Join G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, 
Dalane, Dixon, Doekery, Dunlap, Edsall, John H. Ewing, 
Faran, Foot, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Gri 
der, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hempton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, 
Khas B. HI John W. Hou-ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washiugton Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Josepii R. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Law- 
rence, Lewis, Levin, Long, Maclay, MeClelland, McCrate, 
Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McHenry, Me 
livaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Perrill, Perry, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Relie, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Root, Ruak, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seainan, Sev- 
erance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Sinith, Stanton, Stewart, 
Strohm, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp- 


lines, 


son, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trambo, Vance, Wentworth, White, | 


Williains, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, Yell, and Young— 
lus. 


NAYS—Messrs, Stephen Adams, Anderson, Benton, Jas. | 


A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, 
Brown, Burt, Augustus A. 
Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Cun- 
ningham, Daniel, Dargan, De Mou, Dobbin, Dromgovie, 
Liisworth, Erdman, Fieklin, Foster, Grover, Haralson, Iicn- 


Brodhead, 


William G, | 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, | 


l-y, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hub- | 


ard, Hungerford, James B. Huat, James H. Jotinson, Joseph 


Johnson, Andrew Johnson, G, W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, | 
Kenedy, Leake, Lumpkin, MeClernand, McConnell, Mc- | 
Giughey, McKay, Joun P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, | 


Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, 
Rathbun, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, Sawyer, Seddon, 


Phelps, Price, | 


Aiex. D. Sims, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, | 


St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, ‘Tredway, 


| Wick, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—79. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
On concurring with the committee in striking 
out the following item, to wit: 


* Por the erection and completion of tye marine hospitals | 


at Pittsburg, Louisville, and Cleveland, 350,000.77 
Mr. BRINK ERHOFF asked the yeasand nays; 


which were ordered. 


{Nore.—This item had been amended in come | 


mittee by the insertion of the words ** Paducah”’ 


and ** Natchez;’’ and as thus amended, it had sub- 
sequently been stricken out. } 


Mr. BOYD inquired of the Speaker whether, if 


the House should refuse to concur with the com- 
mittee in striking out the item, the effect would not 


he to bring the House to a vote on the item, as it || 


had been amended by the insertion of Paducah, &c.? | 


The SPEAKER replied that the original item in || 


the bill would then stand. The House could know 


nothing of the amendment made in committee, and | 


could only take the report of the committee, which 
was that the item had been stricken out. 
that there was no further question. 


The question was then taken, and resulted as || 
follows: 


Beyond | 


YEAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Barringer, | 


Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, | 


Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, 


, Culver, Cummins, Cunningham, 


| Cunningham, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, 


Thompson, James Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tra), 
Vance, Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wright, Youny, a), 
Yost—87. 

So the item was stricken out. 

The amendment of the committee making ay 
appropriation for the penitentiary in the Disiric: 
of Columbia was concurred in. 

The amendment of the committee appropriatins 
$25,449 for the sixth volume of the fourth seri 
of the Documentary History was concurred in. 

On concurring with the committee in the follow- 
ing amendment: 

That from and after the end of this present 
session of Congress the mileage allowed and paid 
to Senators and Representatives in Congress and 
Delegates from Territories shall be 40 cents pe 
mile for the first 200 miles; 35 cents for each mil; 
above 200, and not over 300; 30 cents for « 
mile above 300, and not over 400; and 25 cents yy 
mile for any distance over 400 miles: Provided 
That the aggregate mileage allowed to any S 
tor, Representative, or Delegate, in any one ses 
sion of Congress, shall, in no case, exceed $750.” 

Mr. DOCKERY asked the yeas and nay 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Barringer, Bedinger, 
Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James <A. Block, 
Blanchard, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Butlingto 
Burt, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom 
Daniel, Garrett Dav 
De Mott, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Erdman, John H. Ewing. Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Poo, 
Foster, Garvin, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hanlin, 
Hampton, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes 
llopkins, George 8S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, San 
uel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
fl. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geor 
W. Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leak 
Leib, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, McClean, MeClelland 
McClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, James MeDowell, 
McHenry, Mellivaine, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrisl, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pollock, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roo, 
Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, 
Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Albert Smith, Thoms 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, 
St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, Benjamin Thoip 
son, James ‘Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Tredway, ‘I'run 


’ 








| bo, Williams, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, Young, aid 


Yost— 123. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quiney Adams, Stephen Adame, 
Arnold. Ashmun, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton Brow), 
Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Collamer, Constable, 
Cranston, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, Delano, Douglas, 
Edsall, Ficklin, Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Harman 


| son, Hilliard, Hoge, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James b. 


Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Seaborn Jones, bt " 
nedy, Thomas Butler King, La Sere, Levin, Maclay, Josep! 
J. McDowell, Marsh, Morris, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, 
Price, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Russell, 
Stanton, Jacob Thompson, Vinton, Wentworth, White, 
Wick, Winthrop, Wright, and Yell—59. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The a. now came up on the amendmen! 
of Mr. G. W. JONES, to strike out the words 
“and meteorologist,’’ and to reduce the approp! 
ation from ‘* $3,000 to $1,000.”’ } 

Mr. J. asked the yeas and nays, which were or 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brocken 
brough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, 
Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Culver, Cummin, 
De Mott, Dobbin, 
Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, Faran, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, 
Hoge, Hough, G. 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hun- 


Burt, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, || gerford, J. B. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Jolinson, Joseph 
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Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jonson, Amey, Preston King, Lawrence, Lumpkin, Me- 
em MeClernand, MeConnetl, McCrate, Joseph J. Me- 


Powe oh ariel: Payne, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, 
aoe Runk, Sawtelie, Sawyer, Seammon, Alexander 
Rob rts, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, 
D. eee Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, 
ov ans, and Yell—22. 

wil ‘yS_—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q. Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, 
. net Bayly, Bedinger, Blanchard, Milton Brown, W. 
Bareampbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Coltamer, Cran- 
i ¥ oem ndwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giddings, Grider, Grin- 
a Hampton, 4 
. It, Me ouston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Wash- 
ona 7 


ington Hunt, 


iP. King, Thomas Butler King, Leake, Leib, Lewis, 


Long, Maclay McClelland, McHenry, Mcfivaine, Marsh, | 
ong. ‘ o? 


Miller, Moseley, Owen, Pendleton, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, 


jutter, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Seaman, 


seddon, Cale 


podeaux, Benj “ : Thite 
Nance, Winton, Wentworth, White, 


yi 


Wick, Winthrop, 
Young, and Yost—79. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
\}] the amendments having been disposed of— 
The bill was ordered to a third reading now. 


ee 





John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, || 


| ment, to precede the last resolution: 


ior, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Erdman, John | 


b B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strohm, Thi- | 
amin Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, | 


And having been read a third time by its title, | 


and the question being, ** Shall this bill pass ro 
" Mr. FRIES demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded. 


{nd the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 


Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which | 


were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 


low Ss: 


Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, || 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Dan- |! 


Which, having been read— 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested that there was no 
provision for the widows and children of those sol- 
diers who had fallen in battle. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF said there was a ceneral 
law for that. : 
Mr. J. A. BLACK offered the following amend- 


5 


And be it further resolved, Thatinstead of one month’s pay 
as above provided for, that each officer, non-commissioned 
otlicer, musician, and private, who may have been wounded 
in battle, and who may not die in consequence of such 
wounds, three months additional pay shall be allowed; and 
that each officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, and 
private, who may have been killed in battle, or in defending 
the camp opposite Matamoras, or who may die in conse 


| quence of such wounds, twelve months’ additional pay 
| shall be allowed to their widow, if any such there be—il no 
| widow, then their children; this pay to be over and above 


any pension the widows or children of such officers or men 
so killed in battle, or who have or may die from their 
wounds, may be legaliy entitled to by law. 

These resolutions to apply to all belonging to the army of 
occupation, and who may have been killed or wounded be 
fore the passage of these joint resolutions; and that provis 


| ion shall hereafter be made by law to earry into effvet the 


foregoing resolutions. 
Mr. B. modified his amendment, on the sugzes- 


‘tion of Mr. Josern J. McDowen, by striking 


out the words ‘* heirs-at-law’’ and inserting ** chil- 


| dren.’” 


YEAS—Meests. Abbott, J. @. Adams, 8S. Adams, Arnold, | 


Achinun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bell, 
tack, James A. 

I  nenbrough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brown, 
in jneton, Burt, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Cath- 
cart, Joun G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Cyapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Col- 


jenton, Bigus, James | 
Black, Blanchard, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, | 


in, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, | 


Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, 
le lano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, 
Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John H, Ewing, Ed- 
win Hl. Ewing, Faran, Fieklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gra- 
ham. Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hanlin, Hampton, Haralson, 
Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, Hoge, Eiias B. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, 
Hudson, Hungertord, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James 
i. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, 
La Sere, Lewis, Long, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, 
MeConnell, MeCrate, James McDowell, McHenry, Mell- 
vane. MeKay, Marsh, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 
Miler, Morris, Moseley, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, 
Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Phelps, Pollock, Price, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, Johu 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, 


Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, 
Strohin. Strong, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 'Tibbatts, ‘Tilden, ‘Tredway, 





Mr. HARALSON said that, as it was desirable 


' that whatever was done should be well done, he 


would ask that the amendment of the gentleman 


| from South Carolina, |Mr. Biack,] be again read. 


He (Mr. H.) feared that the amendment would 
exclude some for whom provision was intended to 
be made. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The CHAIRMAN announced the first question | 


to be on the amendment of Mr. Buack. 

Mr. BURT demanded tellers. 

Mr. Bb. said he was sure that there was no dis- 
position to discuss any of the propositions in the 
resolutions. But he was sure, also, that the com- 
mittee would permit itself to he reminded that the 
effect of the amendment of his colleague {Mr. 


Brack] would be most prematurely to establish a 


gigantic pension system. 


it was the intention of the committee that re- | 


ported these resolutions of approbation—of your 
gallant army on the Mexican border—simply to 


| express the gratitude of the country, and the thanks 
| of Congress tor their brilliant achievement on the 


Rio Grande. 
I will not, Mr. Chairman, discuss this question; 


but I do trust that this committee will permit itself | 


2. an aman, || to be reminded that it is a tribute of the gratitude 
s-ddon, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Thomas Smith, || 7 < er 


| of the country to that gallant army, which we at 


‘rambo, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Williams, || 


Winthrop, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, Yell, 
Young, and Yost—166. 


NAYS—Messrs. Andrew Johnson, Toombs, Vance—3. | 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, in the 


chair, 


Thecommittee,on motion of Mr. HARALSON, || 
took up the bill to provide for certain alterations in | 


te pay department of the army. 
THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 


The bill had not been read, when, 
On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFFP, it was laid 


aside, and the committee took up the joint resolu- | 
tion tendering the thanks of Congress to General | 


Taylor and the army of occupation, for their recent 
brilliant services on the Rio Grande. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFFP, under instructions from 


the Committee on Military Afiairs, offered the fol- | 
lowing asa substitute for the joint resolution as | 


originally introduced: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
slautude of the country is due, and the thanks of Congress 
ire hereby tendered to Brevet Brigadier General Zachary 
Naylor, his officers and men, for the fortitude, skill, enter- 
prise, and courage whieh have distinguished the recent 
P-ritions on the Rio Grande. And be it further resolved, 
Nhat the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
Fyuested to cause to be paid to each non-commissioned 
oe musician, and private, belonging to said army on the 
“of May, 1846, one month’s additional pay, to be paid out 
any money inthe treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


Resolved, That Congress sincerely sympathize with the | 
relatives and friends of the officers and soldiers of the army || nie z 7 
tited States, who so bravely fell in the service of || the army, he rejoiced at the evidence now afforded 


of the Ur 
Uieir country on the Rio Grande. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause the 
Mregoing resolutions to be comminicated to General Taylor, 
and through him to the army under his command. 





| 


this moment desire to pay; and | trust that no 
other question connected with it will be entertained 
by the committee. 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK said, he had not offer- 
ed his resolution of amendment prematurely; but 
maturely, and with deliberation. In the object of 
the resolution from the committee, he did most 
heartily concur, and the amendment which he of- 


| fered was but an extension of the very principle 


laid down by them. 
month’s pay to the officers and soldiers of our gal- 


‘lant army of the South; in that he most cordially 

' . . . 5 

| concurred ; for no man in this House was prouder 
of the triumph they have achieved than he was. 


' 


But it had been proposed on all sides of the | 


House to raise the pay of the common soldier to 
$10; he had voted against it. It was a proposition, 
however, which received an extensive support in 
this House. Three months’ pay of an infantry 
man was $21; three months of a dragoon was $24; 
it would, therefore, for this year, make the pay of 


‘They proposed to give one | 


a dragoon $10, and of an infantry-man $9—less | 


than had been proposed to allow to all. His 
amendment was to give one year’s pay proper— 
not pay and emolument. He had battled in this 
House against these extraordinary emoluments 
allowed to officers. 

He repeated, he had not made this proposition 
without due reflection. If one hundred thousand 


men had fallen on the field of battle, he would have | 


gone for it. 


on the army indiscriminately. He had, after ma- 


ture reflection, determined to offer this amendment || 
to discriminate, and discriminate in favor of those | 


to whom the gratitude of the country was due. 
Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS said, as a friend to 


He was not for squandering money | 


| 


| 


|| of a disposition in this House to deal justly, to feel | 


{ 


} 


generously towards those to whom the honor of 
our flag has been intrusted. ‘Too often and too 


i 
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long had we listened to harsh and invidious reflec- 
tons upon our gallant littl army, and the accom- 
plished officers who command it. A partial op- 
portunity had been offered to exhibit their soldierly 
qualities in their true light, and he trusted these 
aspersions were hushed—huched now forever. 
As an American, whose heart promptly responds 
to all which illustrates our national character, and 
adds new glory to our national name, he rejoiced 
with exceeding joy at the recent triumph of our 
arms. Yet it is no more than he expec ted from 
the gallant soldiers who hold our post upon the 
Rio Grande—no more than, when oceasion ofiers, 
they will achieve again. It was the triumph of 
American courage, professional skill, and that pa- 
triotic pride which blooms in the breast of our 
educated soldier, and which droops not under the 
withering scoff of political revilers, 

‘These men will feel, deeply feel, the expression 
of your gratitude. It will nerve their hearts in the 
hour of future conflict, to know that their country 
acknowledges and honors their devotion. It will 
shed a solace on the dying moments of those whe 
fall, to be assured their country mourns the loss 
This is the meed for which the soldier bleeds and 
dies. This he will remember long after the paltry 
pittance of one month’s extra pay has been for 
gotten, 

Beyond this expression of the nation’s thanks, 
he liked the principle of the proposition offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina. We have pa 
pension system providing for the disabled soldier, 
but he seeks well and wisely to extend it to all 
who may be wounded, however slightly. Itis a 
reward offered to those who seek for danger, who 
first and foremost plunge into the fight. It has 
been this incentive, extended so as to cover all 
feats of gallantry, that has so often crowned the 
British arms with victory, and caused their prowess 
to be recognised in every quarter of the globe. It 
was the sure and high reward of gallantry, the 
confident reliance upon their nation’s eratitude, 
which led Napoleon’s armies over Europe, con- 
quering and to conquer; and it was these influ 
ences which, in an earlier time, rendered the Ro 
man arms invincible, and brought their eagle back 
victorious from every land on which it gazed. Sir, 
letnot that parsimony, (for he did not deem it econ 
omy,) prevent us from adopting a system which 
in war will add so much to the efliciency of troops 
Instead of seeking to fill the ranks of your army 
by increased pay, let the soldier feel that a liberal 
pension will relieve him from the fear of want in 
the event of disability, provide for his family in 
the event of death, and that he wins his way to 
gratitude and the reward of his countrymen by 
perilling all for honor in the field. 

The achievement which we now propose to 
honor is one which richly deserves it. Seldom, sir, 


|) in the annals of military history has there been 
| one in which desperate daving and military skill 
| were more happily combined. The enemy selected 


his own ground, and united to the advantage of a 
strong position a numerical majority of three to 
one. Driven from his first position by an attack in 
which it is hard to say whether professional skill 
or manly courage is to be more admired, he retired 
and posted his artillery ona narrow defile, to sweep 
the ground over which our troops were compelled 
to pass. ‘There, posied in strength three times 
greater than our own, they waited the approach 
of our gallant little army. 

General Taylor knew the danger and destitution 
of the band he left to hold his camp opposite Mat- 
amoras, and he paused for no regular approaches, 
but opened his field artillery, and dashed with 
sword and bayonet on the foe. A single charge 
left him master of their battery, and the number of 
sJain attests the skill and discipline of his army 
Mr. D. referred to a gentleman who, a short time 
since, upon this floor, expressed extreme distrust 
in our army, and poured out the vials of his denun- 
ciation upon the graduates of the Military Acad- 
emy. He hoped now the gentleman will withdraw 
those denunciations; that now he will learn the 
value of military science; that he will see in the 
location, the construction, the defence of the bas- 
tioned field-work opposite Matamoras the utility, 
the necessity of a military education. Let him 
compare the few men who held that with the army 
that assailed it; let him mark the comparative safety 
with which they stood within that temporary work; 
let bim consider why the guns along ita ramparts 
were preserved, whilst they silenced the batteries 
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of the cnn why that intrenchment stands un- | 
Me 


harmed by xican shot, whilst its guns have 
crumbled the stone walls in Matamoras to the 
ground, and then say whether he believes a black- 
smith or a tailor could have secured the same re- 
sults. He trusted the gentleman would be con- 
vinced that arms, like every oecupation, requires 
to be studied before it can be understood; and from 
these things, to which he had called his attention, 
he will learn the power and adyantage of military 
seience. He would make but one other allusion 
to the remarks of the gentleman he had noticed, 
who said nine-tenths of the graduates of the Mili- 
tary Academy abandoned the service of the United 
Suites. If he would take the trouble to examine 
the vecords upon this point, he doubted not he 
would be surprised at the extent of his mistake. 
‘There he would learn that a majority of all the 
vraduates are still in service; and if he would push 
his inquiry a little further, he would find that a large 
majority of the commissioned officers who bled in 
the actions of the &th and 9th were graduates of 
that academy. 

lle would not enter into a discussion on the 
His pride, his gratification 
Much was 
due to the courage which Americans have display- 
ed on many battle-fields in former Umes; but this 
courace, characte ristic of our people, and perva- 
ding all sections and all classes, could never have 
so much had it not been combined with 
And the occasion seemed suit- 


military at thie me. 


arose from the success of our arms. 


aveauled 
niilitary science, 


ed to enforce this lesson on the minds of those | 


who have been accustomed, in season and out of 
season, to rail at the scientific attainments of our 
oflicers. 

The influence of military skill—the advantage 
of discipline in the troops—the power derived from 
the selence of war, increases with the increased 
size of the contending armies. With two thousand 
we had beaten six thousand; with twenty thousand 
we would far more easily beat sixty thousand, 
because the General must be an educated soldier 
who wields large bodies of men, and the troops, to 
act efficiently, must be disciplined and command- 
ed by able officers. He but said what he had lone 
thought and often said, when he expressed his 
confidence in the ability of our officers to meet 
those of any service—favorably to compare, in all 
that constitutes the soldier, with any army in the 
world; and as the field widened for the exhibition, 
so would their merits shine more brightly sull. 


With many of the officers now serving on the | 
Rio Grande he had enjoyed a personal acquaint- | 
ance, and hesitated not to say that all which skill j 


and courage and patriousm could perform, might 
he expected from them. He had forborne to speak 
of the General commanding on the Rio Grande on 
but he would now say to 
those who had expressed distrust, that the world 
held not a soldier better qualified for the service 
he was engaged in than General ‘Taylor. ‘Trained 
from his youth to arms, having spent the greater 
portion of his life on our frontier, his experience 
pecultarly fits him for the command he holds. 
Such as his conduct was in Fort Harrison, on the 
Upper Mississippi, in Florida, and on the Rio 
Grande, will it be wherever he meets the enemy 
of his country. 

Those soldiers to whom so many have applied 
depreciatory epithets, upon whom itt has been so 
often said no reliance could be placed, they, too, 
will be found in every emergency renewing such 
feats as have recently craced our arms, bearing the 
American flag to honorable triumphs, or falling 
beneath its folds as devotees to our common cause 
to die a soldier’s death, 

He rejoiced that the gentleman from South Car- 
olina |Mr. Buack] had shown himself so ready to 
pay this tribute to our army. He hoped nota voice 
would be raised in opposition to it; that nothing but 
the stern regret which is prompted by remem- 
brance of those who bravely fought and nobly died 
will break the joy, the pride, the patriotic gratula- 
tion with which we hail this triumph of our breth- 
ren on the Rio Grande. 

Mr. ASHMUN here raised the point of order, 
that, under the Constitution of the United States, 
no money could be appropriated except by law, 
and that, a joint resolution not being a law, no 
money could be appropriated except it took the 
form of a bill. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF read the precedent, in 
the case of Commodore Perry and the squadron 


any former occasion ; 











under his command, when three months’ 
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| 
all the privates of the squadron was ceuided: by 


joint resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS sustained Mr. Asumun’s objec- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the books were full 
of precedents in which mone 
ated by joint resolution. 
never 


had been appropri- 


| 


For his own part, he | 
ad entertained but one opinion, and that | 


was, that no money could be appropriated except | 
by law—that was to say, by act or bill. Probably | 
the most convenient mode of disposing of the mat- | 


ter would be at once to decide that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Biack,} in its present form, was not in order, 


Mr. BLACK said that, looking to the practice of | 


the Government, he would appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested that the dif- | 


ficulty could be obviated by so changing the phra- | 


seology of the resolution as to cause it to read a 
bill and joint resolution; and that the single sec- 
tion which appropriated one month's pay should 


commence with the words * Be it enacted,”’ instead | 


of ** Be it resolved.” 

Mr. BLACK said he would then so change the 
phraseology of his amendment as to read, ** And 
be it further enacted.”’ 

{Mr. b. subsequently withdrew the appeal he 
had taken. } 

Mr. HARALSON said, upon such a subject I 
am almost unwilling to trust myself. 
lutions are mtended to express the gratitude of the 


These reso- | 


country, and especially of Congress, for the recent | 


brilliant achievements of our litle army on the Rio 
Grande. ‘Ihe honor of our arms has been sus- 
tained, and again they are triumphant against an 
enemy largely outnumbering us. ‘The victory was 
complete. 
unwillingness to trust myself. 
where to stop. 


| have stood up for the detence of their country, for 
| these who have been wounded, and for the widows 
_and children of those who may have fallen. Nor 
do { doubt that such is the general spirit which 
animates most of us. In that spirit I gave my vote 
in committee for the amended resolutions which 
have been reported by the gentleman from Ohio, 
|Mr. Baiwkernorr.| But, sir, itis too palpable 
| that the different amendments which have been 


offered, and of which we have had indication, wiill | 


lead to a debate, and perhaps to disagreement upon 
a subject upon which, above all others, we ought 
to be united. 
us to pass the resolutions of thanks to General 
Taylor and his gallant litte army unanimously, as 


1 hope it may be done, and reserve these questions, | 


out of which discussion must arise, for a future 
occasion—to-morrow, or even this evening, after 
we have passed upon the resolutions of thanks? 
1 feel it would be the higher compliment to the 
army itself. It has done much for us, and deserves 
a speedy and unanimous tribute. Although thou- 
sands of brave volunteers were flocking to the 
standard of the country, eager to participate in the 


first conflict and victory, it is matter worthy of || 


Would it not be well, therefore, for | 


Under such circumstances | repeat my | 
1 do not know | 
I am well willing to go with those | 
| who go farthest in voting extra pay to those who | 





| 


note that this achievement has been gained by the | 


valor and intrepidity of our little army alone. Let | 


us pass the resolutions as amended by the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs, expressing our thanks, 


and giving a month’s extra pay to those who have | 


shared in this victory. ‘This will be an earnest of 
our future legislation. Some gentlemen have ex- 
pressed doubts as to the propriety of appropriating 


money by resoluuon under the Constitution—that | 
‘This objection, | think, 


it must be done by a bill. 
does not apply to the original resolution. If it 
does, 1 would be willing to pass a bill making the 


necessary appropriation, and which might suit the | 


views of these gentlemen. I trust we shall so 
direct our course as that the resolutions may pass 
unanimously, and without any hesitation. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF said he hoped the sug- | 


gestion of the gentleman from Georgia would not 
be adopted of separating the one month’s pay to 
the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers 
from the resolution of thanks. 

Mr. HARALSON explained that he made no 
such proposition. He went cordially for the res- 
olution of the gentleman, including the one month’s 
pay; but he thought further acuon might with 
propriety be deferred until it could be had in a form 

| which would suit all. 


| your officers and army would be accompanied by 





| pective expenditures to which we should | 


| joint resolution was nota law? f 
|| derstood the Chair. 





y 
May 28, 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF (resuming) said this 

roposition at any rate had been made by others 

or one, he was not willing that it should be dons 
We might talk about these votes of thanks; he ad. 
mitted, as far as your commissioned officers were 
concerned, they were grateful tributes; they wers 
received as such by these commissioned Officers. 
who were already fiberally paid. But to the pri- 
vate soldier, who gets his seven or eight dollars 
month—(and Mr. B. was among the number of 
those who the other va thought it was inconsis;. 

i 


ent with the state of the treasury, and the pros. 


I . ee € Sul). 
— to raise that pay at this time)—to him wh, 
ies upon the ground and fights your battles for 
$7 or $8 per month, your mere vote of thanks 


|| unaccompanied with any increase of his small pay 


was a tribute on which he would place no very 
exalted estimate. ; 

He hoped, therefore, that these resolutions would 
go together, and that the resolution of thanks ;, 
one month’s pay to your private soldier and yop. 
aiiaaocaionl officer. That the moral eflect of 
this would be excellent, every man could see, We 


|| merely proposed to give them a small tribute fy; 
| what they had already done. He could faney 


himself standing by the side of these poor and ob- 
scure, but brave men, on the receipt of the intel). 
gence that a vote of this kind had passed the ty. 
branches of Congress. He could fancy the poor 
soldier tapping his comrade on the shoulder, ayy 
saying: ** We have done good things; and ths 
tribute of the gratitude of our country, and this 
reward, is thankfully received. It is small, to |y 
sure, but it will pay off our sutler’s account; and 
when we get through our fighting, it will give ys 
some money to return home with.’’ Mr. B. wished 
the two to go together; and that the commissioned 
officer and the private soldier should both receiy, 
that evidence of the thankfulness of their country 
which they are both capable of appreciating, and 
will appreciate. 

He regretted that this constitutional question had 
been raised here. Although he had never given 


|| his attention particularly to it, he had always sup- 


posed that a joint resolution was a law, and ob- 
ligatory as such; and when he held in his hand 
the resolutions of Congress of 1814, providing for 
extra pay of this kind, he could not doubt but it 
was constitutional, and had been so regarded. 

Gentlemen asked them to delay the giving any 
extra compensation now, and let the vote of thanks 
go, leaving to some future time the giving this ex- 
tra pay. But he was apprehensive if it was delay- 
ed now, it would be delayed indefinitely. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL (Mr. B. yielding) said 
that Judge Marshall had pronounced the opinion 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, that « 
joint resolution is a law. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF was happy to bear tt. 
He could not conceive why a joint resolution, go- 
ing through with three several readings, and with 
all the solemnity of a bill, should not be to all in- 
tents and purposes a law. ot 

He hoped, he repeated, that this suggestion of a 
division would not be adopted, and that the con- 
mittee would insist on these resolutions going to- 
gether, in order that all branches of the army may 
receive that tribute which they so richly merit. 

Mr. B., in concluding, inquired of the Chairman 
whether he intended permanently to decide that a 

Ye had not so un- 


The CHAIRMAN replied: If it appropriated 
money, he believed it was not a law, Chief Justice 
Marshall to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF appealed from the de- 
cision. 

The decision of the appeal was not pressed at 
this time. 

Mr. SAWYER said the resolutions which had 
been presented would receive, he trusted, the unan- 
imous vote of this committee. He would prete' 
now to see the question of the vote of thanks taken 
—which he believed no man on this floor would be 
opposed to; and at the proper time the other ~ 
tion—that of compensation—called up; and h 
hoped it would be put into such a form as that no 
one would object to it. 

But from the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Jerrerson Davis,] this yon 
would be led to infer, and the people of the Unit 
States would be led to infer, that there was noté 
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eoldier or an Officer in either of these battles but 
who emanated from West Point. The gentleman 
asked him (Mr. 8.) to take back what he said the 
other day in reference to that academy. He told 
the gentleman he would not take back one syllable, 
one sentence, one denunciation, or one approba- 
von which he then uttered. He stood on the same 
oround still; it was just then, and it was just now. 
~ He expressed doubts then, as he had a right to 
do, of the policy, of the manner, in which our mili- 
tary movements in that quarter had been conduct- 
od. He believed, from reports, that our army was 
.offering, hemmed in and surrounded as it was by 
a Mexican force vastly superior in number; and 
ie suzgested that it was because General Taylor 
had not called out the troops from the ditierent 
States as he was authorized to do, But probably 
he was misinformed in his intelligence. If the 
wentieman from Mississippi had read his speech, 
je would see that he cast no censure on General 
Taylor; and that whatever remarks he had made 
spout his movements and his position, he had a 
right to make. 

The gentleman had told them that an educated 
eoldiery had done this work. He denied this 
ceytion. If that was the case, no man could 
he educated, or efficient, but who had emanated 
from West Point. He (Mr. 8.) reiterated all he 
jad said, and with more confidence, because they 
yow heard it charged, that a blacksmith or a tailor 
was not competent to take charge of our army, or 
to lead our army in the fight. Why, let him tell | 
chat gentleman that as good soldiers came from 
other classes—from the walks of civil life—as from 
those who were educated at West Point. A tailor 
may use a lance as well as a needle; and of all 
the captains in that regiment, he wished it to be 
observed, there was but one from West Point; he 
was the only one that was taken prisoner! He 
spoke from the book, when he spoke of Lieuten- 
yt Hardee as being the only captain in that regi- 
ent who came from West Point, and he was 
taken prisoner, He asked if Captain May was a 





cadet? Did he emanate from West Point? Did || 
General Taylor emanate from West Point? No, || 
neither of them. Nor did Captain Walker. All || 

| 


of those who had shone most brilliantly, came 
from the ranks of the people—from the black- 
smiths’ and tailors’ shops, 

(A voice was understood to intimate that General 
Greene was a blacksmith. } 

Yes, (said Mr. 8.,) L was just about to come to 
that, beeause it is a part of my business, being a 
blacksmith myself. With pete I refer to the fact 
iuat General Greene was a blacksmith. Where is 
your cadet from West Point, I ask, who has ever 
shed lustre on the arms of the country? State me 
one instance of this kind, and I will state youa 
hundred where men who came from the common 
walks of life have distinguished themselves by 
their brave and patriotic services in the field of 
I ttle. 

Mr. DAVIS (in his seat) said if the gentleman 
wished instances he could name them. 

Mr. SAWYER, declining to yield, proceeded to 
sy that General Jackson was not a cadet from 
West Point; General Harrison was not; General 
Scott was not; General Jesup was not. There 
was a whole list of brave, gallant officers who 
were none of them cadets. He did not say that a || 
good officer, a gaHant, a brave soldier, could not |) 
come from West Point. But he repudiated and || 
condemned the idea, that all the great, the noble 
jutriots of this country came from West Point, |! 
and, except they pass through this institution, |) 
that they can have no ideas of bravery and ef- || 
lent service in defence of their country. He 
willingly rendered to these men the credit which || 
was their due. They had fought well, gallantly; | 
tiey deserved the gratitude and honor of their 
country; but on that account he was not willing |) 


io say that no man can fight well unless he comes |) 
irom West Point. 

Mr. MORRIS interposed, and was understood || 
‘o inquire of his colleague if Lieutenant Deas was 
trom West Point, who deserted the army and went 
over to Matamoras. ] 

No doubt (continued Mr. S., apparently not 
caring the remark of his colleague) there were 
some gallant spirits that have emanated from || 
West Point. He did not pretend to object to this; 
all he took exception to was, that the whole credit || 
of this victory is to be given to graduates from || 
West Point. “He had seen some fighting, and if || 
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rather provec 


'us would be carried too far. 


' erated them. 


he was again to go to war, and his friends at 
home with him, he believed they would be entitled 


to just as much credit for any services they might | 


render as though they had emanated from West 
Point; and although the gentleman hailed from 
West Point, he could not convince him that all 
the gallant — came from West Point; but it 


That 


As to the resolutions, Mr. 8. repeated, in con- 
clusion, he hoped they would be passed. 

Mr. SEVERANCE obtained the floor, and 
yielded it at request, for purposes of explanation, 
to Mr. Jerrerson Davis. 

Mr. SEVERANCE said he concurred in the 
propriety of the pending resolutions very heartily; 
and he held that the gallantry of our officers and 
men deserved the notice of their country. He also 
concurred withthe gentleman from Mississippi, 
{[Mr. Davis,] in the opinion that service was ne- 
cessary to the efficiency of a soldier. Neither he 
nor the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sawyer,| had 
the advantage of an education at the West Point 
Academy; but it did no® follow that he and the 
gentleman had derived no benefit from that and 
other institutions of education. Education was 
diffused through the whole community by colleges 
and academies. He believed that war could not 
be carried on successfully without the aid of science, 
and he instanced the fact that scientific officers: of 
the British army, availing themselves of the ser- 


| vices of native troops, have conquered and held in 


subjection an empire in the East. It was to their 


military science that this result was due. But it 
was not to that alone. It was partly owing to the 
. *“ * . . ‘ ’ 
| fondness of the British race for fighting. He fear- 


ed that the military spirit which prevailed among 
He had hoped that 
with the aid of thirty years of peace, and the ex- 
ertions of the peace societies, the military spirit 
had been somewhat subdued in this country; but 
the young men who had risen up of late years 
were carried away with this spirit, and were prompt 
to rush intoa war. He believed that our Govern- 
ment ought to take the first opportunity to stop 
the Mexican war, whether we met success or de- 
feat in it. 

On a recent occasion, he had published his rea- 


» What Mr. 8. had before said, that | 
| gentlemen educated at West Point came back, and || 
were prepared for the civil offices of the Govern- 
| ment, and some of them were sent here. 

_ was what he had said. 


sons for voting against the bill supplying men and | 


money for this war. He would have willingly 
voted the money, but he was unwilling to say that 
Mexico had made a war against us. He would 
now enter into that question, and would show that 
the Nueces was the western boundary of ‘Texas, 
and had always been the boundary. ‘lhe organ of 


| the Government had admitted that the military ex- 
| peditions into that territory, now disputed, were of 


a predatory character. General Houston was cen- 


robbery and plunder, and it was the only one that 
went across the Rio Grande. ‘The expedition was 
utterly unsuccessful, and the adventurers in it were 
treated as robbers. 

Mr. MORRIS here made a point of order as to 
the relevancy of the gentleman’s remarks, but it 
was overruled by the Chair. 

Mr. SEVERANCE said that it was admitted 
that Texas had no right to the country beyond the 
Nueces, except under the articles of capitulation 
at the battle of San Jacinto. He read the articles, 
and argued that they had no binding force. 

Mr. 8S. JONES interposed a question of order. 
Was it important to know where the line was in 
order to judge whether it was proper to pass a vote 
of thanks to our officers and men? 


Mr. SEVERANCE said it was important to 
know whether the battle was fought in the United | 


States or not. 


The CHAIR overruled the objection, and Mr. | 


S. proceeded to read and comment on the articles 


General Lamar had treated them 


| sured by General Green and others for having tol- | 
The expedition to Mier was one of | 


| of capitulation, and to argue that they were not | 


worth a straw. 


i'as of no value. 


Ana had the power, if the will, to fulfil the stipula- | 


tions of the agreement. General Lamar objected 
that Santa Anna had no authority, and was not free 
toact. Thus the authority on which the Union 


_ relied to show that the territory of Texas extended 


to the Rio Grande utterly failed. 
He went on to argue that Mexico had never, at 
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any time, promised the boundary of the Rio del 
Norte to Texas. He read the conditions of the 
treaty of peace and independence between Mexico 
and Texas, submitted by the Ministers of France 
and England to Mexico, and stated that they did 
| not fix any boundary, but left tie question of lim- 
| its to future arbitration. But Texas did not listen 
to those propositions, and no pretext could be 


| raised upon those in favor of the claim of Texas. 


|| It was idle to say that the country in dispute 


was occupied by American citizens, whom it was 
| our duty to protect. No citizens of that region had 

ever called upon us for protection, and General 

Taylor was an invader of Mexican territory. It 
| Was not his fault, for he was acting under orders, 
and it was the more creditable to him to gain vie- 
| tories under such circumstances. 
Mr. A. D. SIMS made a point of order, which 
was overruled by the Chair. 

Mr. SEVERANCE passed to the consideration 
of the proclamation of General Woll, and contend- 
ed that General Woll did not admit that the Rio 
Grande was the boundary. Santa Fé and other 
towns were always in the peaceable possession of 
Mexico. They were so now, unless General Tay- 
lor had got up so far, which was not probable. 

The records of the diplomacy of the United 
States had been examined to show that we claimed 
‘Texas prior to 1819, as a part of Lousiana, with 
the Rio Grande as the western boundary. But 
the treaty of 1819 settled that question. The 54° 
40’ men ought certainly to stand by that treaty, 
because it was that treaty which gave us the } 
ish title to the whole of Oregon. 

There had been no treaties with Mexico, and 
none with Spain, which gave us any right to the 
Rio Grande as the boundary. But after all the 
action of this Government on the subject, gentle- 
men here still claimed that our territory extended 
to the Rio Grande, as a part of Louisiana, He 
read a speech of an honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benron] upon the subject of this 
boundary, to show that the real ‘Texas never ap- 
proached the Rio Grande, except in the vicinity of 
its mouth, : 

Mr. 8S. sent a book to the Clerk’s table with this 
speech; some extracts from which were read. 

[Cries of “Read on; let us have the whole 
book.’’] 

Mr. 8. said the speech was impartial, and the 

whole of it was worthy of reading; but he did not 
propose to read any more now. He wished to 
show that this war was an unjust, an infamous 
war, and that we were committing gross outrages 
on Mexico. It was idle to deceive ourselves; to 
| thrust our heads into the sand and suppose that 
the world did not know what we were doing. 
The opinion of the world would not sustain our 
course of action on this subject. 

Mr. BARKLEY MARTIN rose and said he 
had not troubled the House with his remarks, ex- 
cept on one occasion, during the session; but he 
was now anxious to consume some twenty min- 
utes of the time of the House, and he would not 
longer detain them. 

He wished to ask the Chair one question: 
whether the gentleman from Maine, who had just 
spoken, held a seat here by any authority of the 
people of Maine, or as a delegate of the Govern- 
ment of Mexico? He would ask the gentleman 
himself, who had displayed here such anti-A meri- 
ean feelings, whether he represented Maine or 
Mexico on this floor? 

Mr. GIDDINGS here rose to a question of 
order. The gentleman from Tennessee was ad- 
dressing language of a personal and offensive kind 
| to a member. 

The CHAIR did not sustin the objection. 

-Mr. MARTIN. The Chair does not hold the 
remarks to be personal or disorderly. ‘The gentle- 
man from Tennessee would be mortified to be eall- 
ed to order the second time that he ever attempted 
to raise his voice here, if the call had been made by 
| any one except the member from Ohio. The gen. 
tleman from ‘Tennessee would confine his remarks 


Span- 


|| to the question before the committee. 
It was not believed that Santa | 


The question was, whether we should give a vote 
of thanks to the general in command of the gallant 
army of occupation, and to the noble and generous 
spirits that composed his army. The gentleman 
from Tennessee wished to confine his remarks to 
that question, but he had been induced to leave it 
| and ollow the gentleman from Maine in his ex- 

traordinary remarks. He must persist in asking 
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the gentleman from Maine to:show his authority 
for holding a seat on this floor,and to state whether 
it was derived from Maine, or from a foreign Gov- 
ernment? Under the Constitution, the gentleman 
could not represent a foreign Power and an cnemy 
in this House; as a delegate from Mexico, he had 

no right to a seat here. He would ask, what had 
been the arguments of the gentleman from Maine? 
Hiad he not, instead of defending our bold and 

chivalrous army on the Rio Grande, defended the | 
enemy? ‘This was the spirit of the gentleman’s 

remarks, and he had listened with astonishment to | 








them. tle would now ask on which side the gen- | 
tleman was to be found in this contest? On which | 
side will the gentleman stand ? 


Mr. SEVERANCE. 1 stand on the side of my 
country—of my country’s honor—on the side of 
justice and right. I believe that the country will 
sustain me—that the world will sustain me—and | 
prevent the shedding of blood. But I am in favor | 
of the vote of thanks to the army. 

Mr. MARTIN, ‘The question is answered. | 
The %entleman says he is in favor of the vote of | 
thanks. If the gentleman would show him the 
newspaper--the Union—from which he was just 
now reading, he would prove that the gentleman | 
had not always been of that mind. That was not | 
the ground taken by the gentleman heretofore, and | 
in his published address. "The gentiman had de- 
that Mexico deserved the thanks of the 
eivilized world for having resisted the encroach- 
iments of the United States, and for having defend- 
ed herself against them, 

Mr. SEVERANCE, 
eivilized world, 

Mr. MARTIN. The gentleman reminds me 
of a political meident that occurred in the part of 
the country where | A question arose, 
pending the election of delegates to the legislature, 
u certain milldam im the election district. 
"The people above the dam were opposed to it, con- 
siderme its effects unhealthy; and the people below 
the dam were in favor of it. A very ardent can- 
didate for the suflrages of the people of the district | 
made a speech to the people, but said nothing about 
the great question of the dam, Atthe close of his 
speech, the people eried out, ** You have not told 
‘us what are your sentiments on the subject of the 
‘dam.’ “ Fellow-citizens,”’ replied the candidate, | 
‘* | am an independent man.”’ * But do tell,’’ said 
the citizens, ** whether you are for the dam or 
‘against it.”’ * 'Then,’’ replied the candidate, ‘1 
‘say boldly, as an independent man, that I am 
‘neither for nor against the milldam.’’ The 
from Maine is in 
thanks to our army, and also a vote of thanks to 
the Mexicay army and the Mexican Government. 
The rentleman had volunteered to defend Mexican 
and had that Mexico deserved the 
thanks of the world for havine defended herself 
Mexico needed help in 
this contest, and she had got it from the gentleman 


clared 


I said nothing about the 


re side. 


to a 


rent man 


rivhits, said 


against our areTressions. 


from Maine. The gentleman’s name would live 
lone in the memory of Mexicans. 


tie had one remark more to make. The gentle- 
man had denounced this war as infamous and 
cruminal. Would not this erime and this infamy 
prevent the gentleman from cordially and seriously 
giving his thanks to the American army ? 

Mr. SEVERENCE explained. 
used these epithets himself. He had said that a 


distinguished individual from Missouri had thus | 


characterized the war. 


| 
Mr. MARTIN had (he said) understood the | 


genuteman to say that he agreed with the authority 


to which he referred, that the war was infamous | 


and unjust, 


Mr. SEVERANCE had said expressly (he re- | 


marked) that he would 


mous, 


not use the word infa- 


Mr. MARTIN, The gentleman is not relieved. | 


if | had used the sentiments in an address to my 


constituents that he has done to his, | know very | 


well what my constituents would have said; they 
would have classed me, not with the defenders of 
the honor and interests of the country, but with 
these who were disunguished for adherence to the 
their country. Sir, the gentleman 
thanks Mexico for the bold stand she has taken 
agaist us, 

Mr. SEVERANCE. Ido not thank her at all. 
I said she was acting in self-defence. Will Ameri- 


enemies of 


cans condenin that in others which they approve in | 


themselves ? 


favor of a vote of || 


He had not | 
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| Mr. MARTIN. Sir, the gentleman said that 
Mexico was right, and that she deserved the thanks 
of the civilized world for defending her rights. | 
The gentleman had attempted to wipe out the foul | 


| stain from the character of Mexicans, and fix it | 


/be honored for what they had done. They were 


|| to be honored for the murder of the gallant Colonel 
|| Cross. 


They were to be honored tor making his 
wife a widow, and his children fatherless. They 
were to be honored, were they, for the murder of 
Lieutenant Porter, the gallant son of the late and 
distinguished Commodore Porter! Not satisfied 
with honoring the coldblooded murder of Colonel 
Cross, the gentleman had sanctioned all the other 
murders committed by Mexico. 

Mr. SEVERANCE here remarked that he had 
said nothing about the murder of Colonel Cross. 
The Mexican Government had nothing to do with 
it. ‘The Mexican Government was acting rightly 
and in self-defence; and ought they not to be hon- 
ored for it?) He would ask if it was not a proper 
sentiment that a nation should be honored for de- 
fending its rights? 

Mr. MARTIN. Honored? Honor, Mr. Chair- 
man, is to be bestowed upon cold-blooded butchery. 
‘Lhe Mexicans are to be thonored for the murder of | 
the noble and gullant Porter, and of all who would 
defend their country against Mexican outrages. 
He would ask whether the mother of the murdered 
officer would honor the Mexicans for the exploit? | 
When that patriotic and devoted mother heard of 
the fatal deed, she wrote to her remaining son, an 
vilicer of the navy, and expressed a wish to see 
him. Oneof her sons had been murdered, and she 
wished to clasp to her heart the other, and bid him 
go and revenge the death of his brother. But the 
gentleman from Maine comes here todo honor to 
Mexico and to Mexicans for such conduct. This 
vigilant representative of Mexico on this floor was 
not content to honor Mexico for her conduct, but 
he condemned the Government of the United States 


upon his own country. The Mexicans were to 
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= rng aD ———— : _® 
| all debate on the joint resolution should cease in 

five minutes after it should have been taken Up in 
committee. ‘ 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL had hoped that 
a resolution giving the thanks of Congress to the 
; army of the United States would not need t 
plication of the gag. 

Mr. BAYLY said that, like the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. McDowe t,] he had hoped that debg, 
| would not have arisen on a resolution of thanks 
| But it had arisen, and it ought to be stopped, 
| Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn, 
| Mr. McKAY desired to say a single word, 

The SPEAKER said a motion to adjourn was 
pending. 

Mr. McKAY hoped it would be withdrawn 
And he desired, under the consent of the House 
| to say that he presumed all intended to vote hea 
| resolution of thanks. The House could at once 
this evening, now, adopt such a resolution without 
again going into committee, or accompanying j; 
| with any proposition at all for extra pay. 

Mr. VINTON said that for the purpose of the 
introduction of a simple resolution of thanks, hy 
would withdraw his motion, 

So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. BROCKEN BROUGH thereupon, on leaye 


| given, introduced the following joint resolution, 


he ap- 





| 
j 
j 
| 


| 
| 
| 


|| which was read twice: 


i 
| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives oj 
| the United States of America in Congress assembled, Ty 
| the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered. to 
General Zachary Taylor, commanding the army of occupa 
| tion, his officers and men, for the fortitude, skill, enterprise, 
| and courage which have distinguished the recent brilliant 
| operations on the Rio Grande. 

Mr. BAYLY then withdrew his resolution, 
|| (simply suggesting to Mr. Brockensrovan that 
| the rank of the gallant officer commandine thy 
| army of occupation was Major General, and not 
| General, as stated in the joint resolution. 
| ‘The resolution was accordingly so modified. 
| And the question being then on ordering it to 1 





for resenting it. 
tleman rose to-day, that he intended to give in his 
adhesion to his own country. 

Mr. SEVERANCE did so, he said, to his coun- 
try, but not to the acts of his Government. 

Mr. MARTIN. The gentleman honors and 
applauds Mexico for invading our country—the 
very part of the country where, by the gentleman’s 
own assent, we had established a custom-house at 
the present session. 

Mr. SEVERANCE did not know (he said) that 
he had assented to that act. There was no discus- 
sion upon it. He was not sure that he was present 
| when it passed. 

Mr. MARTIN. 


be present; and there was no discussion, because || 


there was no dispute as to the act. 


‘This was the only occasion (Mr. M. said) upon | 


which a vote of thanks to the army for their ser- 
vices had ever been made the subject of discussion. 


He had therefore taken the opportunity to remark | 


upon the extraordinary senuments of the,gentle- 
|; man from Maine; and he would add, that the gen- 
ileman’s views were extremely offensive to some 
of his own party. How diflerent should be the 
course of all when the country is in danger. 

Mr. SEVERANCE. 1 apprehend no danger 
from Mexico. 

Mr. MARTIN. Neither do I apprehend danger 


from Mexico, but from the friends of Mexico at 


field, but there are those in favor of upholding Mex- 
ico in all her acts that | am afraid of. Thank God, 
however, such men are few and far between. In 
his own State there was no distinction of party on 
this question. 
and in favor of maintaining its proper boundaries, 
i 
Sabine, or the Rio Grande. 

Mr. GIDDLNGS took the floor, and 

Mr. THURMAN moved that the committee rise. 

‘The committee then rose, and reported progress. 


{A message in writing was received from the | 


President of the United States, by the hands of J. 
K. Walker, Esq., his Private Secretary. 


A message was received from the Senate, in- 


He had thought, when the gen- | 


It was the gentleman’s duty to |) 


home. We know where to find Mexico in the open | 


whether the question related to the Aroostook, the | 


| third reading, 
Mr. HARALSON suggested to Mr. Brockey- 
| BROUGH 80 to modify it as to retain the resolution 
| requesting the President to communicate the fore- 
going, &e. 
Mr. BROCKENBROUGH so modified it. 
Mr. GILES suggested a further modification, so 
/as to add the provision (in Mr. Brinxernorr’s 
resolution) which expresses the sympathy of Con- 
gress with the relatives and friends of the gallan: 
| dead. , 
|| Mr. BROCKENBROUGHL accepted the modi- 
| fication. 
| And the joint resolution, thus modified, was 


| ordered to a third reading now. 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
| was passed unanimously, in the following form, 
|| to wit: 


| JOINT RESOLUTION presenting the thanks of Congress 
| to Major General Taylor, his officers and men. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That th 
|| thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, 0 
Brevet Major General Zachary Taylor, commanding tv 
army of occupation, his officers and men, for the fortitude, 
skill, enterprise, and courage, which have distinguished tie 
|, recent brilliant operations on the Rio Grande. 
|| And be it further resolved, 'Tnat Congress sincerely sym 
pathize with the relatives and friends of the officers and 
|| soldiers of the army of the United States who so bravely tell 
|| in the service of their country on the Rio Grande. 
|| Resolved, That the President be requested to cause the 
|| foregoing resolutions to be communicated to Major General 


| 
} 





} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 





|| ‘Taylor, and through him to the army under his command. 


|| Mr. BAYLY desired to know how the object of 
| making it appear on the Journal that the resolution 
had passed unanimously could be attained? 
|| Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that, as a matter 
of course, he presumed the fact would appear o! 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER said it would be so ordered 

And then, at a late hour, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fray, May 29, 1846. 
Mr. CHALMERS presented the petition of 


forming the House that the Senate had concurred || Thos. P. Winston, praying the ee 
in the amendment of this House to the bill to es- || the amount of a judgment obtained against him )) 


tablish certain post-routes, and for other purposes. | || the United States, and 


ii 


i THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
Mr. BAYLY offered a resolution, providing tha 


paid into the treasury; whic 
|| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
\| and ordered to be printed. ty 

\\ Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition of citizens 
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